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The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
move an amendment—

That in paragraph (a) all the words
after ‘“within’’ in line 2 be struck out,
and the following be ibserted im lieu:
¢‘elsewhere than within an area bounded by
a ecircle having a radivs of 20 miles from
the Town Hall in Perth.’’

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. A. J. H. 8AW: I move an amend-
ment—
That in line 3 of paragraph (b} ‘‘ten’’
be struck ovt and ‘*fifty’’ inserted in lieu.
As the clause now stands it will be possible to
get a drink in the metropolitan area within a
radins of 20 miles. The clause provides that
any person can travel 10 miles from, say,
Bunbury, or any other provincial town, and
be entitled to obtain refreshments,  The
amendment will help to make the bona fide
traveller the genuine article.

Amendment pot and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes - . 6
Noes .. .. .. 13
Majority against .. 7
AYESH,
Hon. A, Burvill Hon. H. Seddon
Hon. X. A. Grelg Hon. H. Stewart
Hon. J. W. Hickey Hon. A. J. H. Saw
(Teller.)
NoESs,
Hon. F. A. Baglin Hop. J, M. Macfarlane
Hon. H. P. Colebatch Hon, Q. W, Miles
Hon, J. Cornell Hon. J. Milla
Hon. J. Duffell Hon. J. Nicholson
Hon. V. Hamersley Houn. P. E. 8. Willmott
Hon. E. H. Harris Hon. B. Rose
Hon,- A. Lovekin (Teller.}

Amendment thus negatived.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: 1
I move an amendment—

That the provise be struck out.

The proviso bas now no meaning and must
therefore be deleted.

Amendment put and passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clause 76—Amendment of Section 101:

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: This
clause is no longer necessary.

Clause put and negatived.
Progress reported.

Houge adjourned at 10.56 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 p.m..
and -read prayers.

SWEARING-IN OF NEW MEMBER.

My, SPEAKER: I have received the return
of the writ for the East Perth by-election. It
appears from the endorsement thereon that

Mr. Thomas Johe Hughes has been duly
elected, I am prepared to swear in the hon.
member.

The member for East Perth (Mr, Hughea)
accordingly took and sabseribed the oath, and
signed the roll.

QUESTION—GERALDTON HARBOUR
WORES.

Mr. WILLCOCK asked the Minister for
Works: In view of the faet that the investi-
gation of the plans of the proposed harbour
works at Geraldton has been completed for
four or five months, when does he expect a
decision to be arrived at in connection with
the commencement of the work?

The MINISTER FORE WORKS replied:
The matter is under consideration,

QUESTION—BRUCE ROCK WATER
SUPPLY.

Mr. LATHAM asked the Minisgter for Rail-
ways: In view of the extreme shortage of
water for the townsite of Bruce Rock, will
the Railway Department truck water from
Merredin for railway purposes so as to make
available the small supply for the residents?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: In view of the additional cost which
would be incurred, it would be opposed to
economical working to haul water for railway
purposes whilst water is available in the dam.

QUESTION—IMMIGRATION RETURN.

Mr. MeCALLUM (without notice) asked
the Premier: When will the return, for which
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1 moved on the 17th October, relating to the
number of immigrants whose passages back
to England had been paid by the State, be
presented?

The PREMIER replied: I will ask for the
return to be supplied at once.

QUESTICN—AUDITOR GENERAL'S
REPORT.

Hon. P. COLLIER (without notice) asked .

the Premier: When will the report of the
Auditer General be presented to Parliament?

The PREMIER replied: When the hon.
member mentioned it a fortmight ago, 1 spoke
to the Auditor General, and asked him when
the report would be ready. He said he would
have it ready for Parliament shortly.

Hon. P. Collier: It will be of no use to us
unless we get it soon.

The PREMIER: The Auditor General has
assured me it will be ready for the House
soon,

MOTION—GOVERNMENT BUSINESS.
PRECEDENCII.
The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitehell
—Northam) [4.40]: I move—
That for the remainder of the session,
Government business shall take precedence
of all motions and Orders of the Day, on
all sitting days.
The motion means that for the future private
members’ day will be cut out altogether.

Hen. T. Walker: What about privateBills?

The PREMIER: The Bill to which the
hen. member refers is now an Order of the
Day. The member for Kanowna (Hon. T.
‘Walker) hag already paid something to the
Treasury for the privilege of introducing that
Bill, and he will pay something more before
the Bill is finally dealt with.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Will he get a refund in
the event of the Bill being defeated ®

The PREMITR: XNo. There are very few
motions by private members on the Notite
Paper, and an opportunity will be given to
deal with the business. As is usual, I will
give the House un opportunity to deal with
those motions which are now before it.

Mr. CORBOY (Yilgarn) [4.41]: T have a
notice of motion dealing with the appeal to
the Privy Council in the case of MeXNeil and
de Bernales gersus the Crown. I have ad-
journed the motion from week to week at the
request of the Alinister for Mines. T hope
the session will not conclude without effect
being given to the assurances afforded me at
different times that an opportunity will be
available to discuss the matter, in the event
of other aetion not being taken.

The Premier: That motion is now an
Order of the Day, and an opportunity will be
given to diseuss it.

[ASSEMBLY.}

Mr. A, THOMSON (Katanning) [+42]:
I would lke an assurance from the Premier
that itemn No. 24 will be discussed.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Why not sit on until
March, and discuss the lot?

The Premier: I have already said that an
opportunity will be given to discuss these
motiong.

Mr. Munsie: The member for Eatanning
need not worry abeut that item. It relates
to the State Trading Concerns Aet Amend-
ment Bill.

Mr. A, THOMSOX;:
tunity.

Mr. MeCallum: You will get all the dis-
cussion ou that Bill that yeu want. ¥ou have
given no reason for passing it.

Mr, A. THOMSOXN: At any rate, I accept
the Premicr’s assurance that that oppor-
tunity will he available.

Question put and passed.

I want the oppor-

BILL—ELE(TORAL DISTRICTS.

Totrodueed by the Premier and read a first
tirme,

BILL—PUBLIC EDUCATION ACTS
AMEXNDMEXT.

Report of Committee adopted.

BILL—HOSPITALS.
Second reading,
Debate resumed from the 16th November.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [4.44]: In
view of the two apecches delivered on the Bill,
T expected that some of the members—if
there be any member in the Chamber who
supports the BEill—would rise to offer sup-
port at this juncture,

Mr., Underwood: You eamnot have three
speeches in succession on one side.

Hon. P. COLLIER : There are many
features 1in  lhe Bill of comparatively
minor importanee ta which L am  op-
posed, hut regarding which T will neot
have anvthing to say nat the present time.
The Bill, in my judgment, is bald from
first to last. Tt is a Bill whick T cannot sup-
port, from Title to schedule, When the Bill
of last year was introdueed, it was decided
after discussion in this Chamber, to remit it
for the consideration of a sclert committee,
which afterwards was created a Royal Commis-
sion, and members generally expected that
something in the nature of a presentable mea-
sure would be brought down this session. But if
the Bill of last vear was objectionable to
members of the House, toking the whole of
its provisiens into consideratiom, it was a
model of perfection compared with the pre-
sent Bill. Tt is proposed to centralize the
whole of the control of our hospitals in a
trust which will have its headquarters in the
city of Perth. Not only will the management
be centralised, but the funds available for hos-
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pital purposes throughout the State will also
be managed and controlled by this trast with
its headquarters in the city. That policy is
cumbersome in the extreme. Not only that,
but it will be very costly. In addition to the
staff of the Medieal Department, which ad-
ministers our hospitals at the jpregent time,
we shall ret up anocther hody—-a trust—which
will have its permanent secretary, its inspec-
tor or inspeciors whose duty it will be to
travel throughont the State and inspect the
various hospitals which come under the pur-
viaw of the trust; and so gencrally it must
inevitably
department, the cost of which will be ad-
ditional to the eost of adminittering the de-
partment at the present time. There is no
escape from that aspect of the question, No
matter how it might work out, apart from
the fees paynble to the members of the trust,
additional expenditure will be involved. Hav-
ing regard to the board as it is likely to be
composed under the Bill, and also to the fact
that the control and manugement will be cen-
tralised in Perth, I do not believe we shal
sceure any greater degree of efficiency than
exists at present.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Less,

Hou. P, COLLIER: My helief is it will be
much less, 1t swill be more costly and less
cfficient. A perusal of the Bill leaves one no
escape from that opinion, Take the trust: It
would appear that those responsible for draft-
ing the Biill puzzled their brains in order to
diseover the most unworkable and impraectie-
able wethod possible for the establishment of
the trust. First of all, there are to be three
menmbers  clevted by the loeal poverning
bodies, one hy the mumicipalities and road
Loards within 30 miles of the city of Perth.
The Bill itself does not inform us as to the
method to be employed in the nomination or
clection of that representulive. Ts it to be
that a econferenee will be called of all the
representatives of the loeal authorities within
an area orf 30 miles of Perth for the purpose
of pominating their representative on the
trust: If that should be the method, how
i the voting to be arranged! Will it be that
each local autherity will have ome vote, or
that each mewmber of cvery one of the loeal
ovthorities intirested shall have an individual
voi~i No doubt thc method of clection or
nontinalion will be preseribed by regulation.
The IRl does not give any indication what-
ever as to the mpthod. It seems to be an
aliniat hopeless proposition to expeet a satis-
factory clection by these methods. But if this
i: 8o with regnrd to the loeal authorities with-
in an area of 31 miles of Perth, what diffi-
cultiecs may we expect the loeal hodies
throuzghout the mining nreas of this State to
voconnter in their cndeavour to eleet a re-
presentative on the trust, a representative who
will he in towch with their wants and re-
aquirements and who will be satisfactory to all
of them. The mining areas of the State ex-
tend from portions of the North-West right
throngh the Murchison and Eastern Goldfields
down to Ravensthorpe in the South-West, and
vet it is expected that the loeal authonhes

lead to the establishment of a

1667

thronghout that vast area will be able to
come to a satisfactory agreement as to
who =hall represent thetn on the trust.
The same thing applies to the repre-
sentative of the agricultural and pas-
toral arcas. The road boards away in the
far North-West will be supposed to
coliaborate or confer with the road boards
throughout the agricultural areas beyond the
area of 30 miles from Perth with a view to
clecting a vepresentative, It is a hopelessly
impracticable proposition. It would have
been mueh better and much easier to have a
trust nl)pomtvd by the Government stralght
out without reference to the local governing
bedies. No matter who might be nominated
or how many might be nominated, it is im-
possible that the person to be elected can be
known to all the local governing authorities
in the remote portions of the State. His
ﬁtncss, merits or quahﬁcqtsons could not oS-
sibly be knewn to the major portion of those
calted upon to nominate him, and so it scems
that nething more cumbersome or impraetie-
alile eonld have been devised for the appoint-
ment of the trust. Tt appears that at least
three of the seven members of the trnst will
be doctors. As was pointed out by the mem-
her for North-East Fremantle (Hon. W. C.
Angwin) last week, a fact which will be
known to ail members who have had experi-
ence of the control of hospitals, it is not de-
girable that the medical profession should
exereise a  preponderating influence in the
management and control of our hospitals.
But it seems that at least three if uot four
of the seven members of the trust willi be
doctors.

Hon, T. Walker: Ts there anything to
prevent the whole lot being doctors?

Hon. P. COLLIER: No, except the unlike-
lihood of the local governing bodies, who have
the right to nominate three members of the
trust, sclecting doctors as their representa-
tives, unless they seleet doctors loeated in'the
metropolitan arca. That, however, is un-
likely, The trust, too, are to be given enor-
mous powers. Although they will have the
rower to delegate the control to local hoards
in the various districts, nevertheless the ab-
solute and final management and control and
say will rest with the trust, who will be cen-
tralised and sitnated in Perth Although the
pewer to manage hospitaly may be granted
to loeal boards, these boards may not do any-
thing except with the coneurrence and ap-
proval of the central trust. The boards will
he merely feteh-and-carry bodies. They will
have to fetch and carry as instructed by the
trnst.  Ther will have to do or aot do those
things directed by the trust if the trust de-
sire to exercise their powers. To establish
contrel of this kind is a poor substitute for
the comparatively demoeratic control and
mansgement we have had in the past. Some
members of the loeal boards will be elected,
not by the taxpayers, not by those who will
contribute to the funds for the maintenance
of the hospitals, but by subseribers in the
various districts. There ig an anomaly here.
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A subseriber who donates to the funds of a
hospital an amount exceeding £1—say an
amount of one guinea—will be entitled to
vote for the election of members of the board
but the persen in the distriect who may pay
the tax under the Bill, £5, £10, or £20 a
Year, will have no voice or vote whatever in
the appointment of the board.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: And the person who
pays £1 can get it remitted from the amount
of his tax.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Asgsume that a per-
son receives £240 a year, on that he would
pay £1 by way of tax, He may contribute
21g, as a subscription to the lecal hespital,
and when his tax becomes due he can get a
refund of the £1 paid.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: And get a vote.

Hon. P. COLLIER: 8o that the fotal
amount he would pay for the year would be
only £1. By virtue of the payment of £1,
he: would be entitled to vote for the mem-
bers of the loeal board.

Mr. Davies: Was that segpgested by the
Royal Commigsion?

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not think any
Royal Commission would make snch a pro-
position,

Mr. Davies: The Bill is said to have been
framed largely on the recommendations of
the Royal Commission.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is what has
been said, but the Bill diverges very widely
from the recommendations of the Royal Com-
misgion. I hope the hon. member will not
be misled by statements of that kind. When
a Minister desires to create a favourable im-
pression for his Bill, he begins by saying,
#¢This Bill is modelled largely on the recom-
mendations of the Royal Commission, Of
course there are one or two points which we
were unable to adopt, but it is framed largely
on the recommendations of the Royal Com-
mission.’’ That is what a Minister says in
order to gain for his Bill a kindly welcoms.
This Bill has rot been framed on the recom-
mendations of the Royal Commigsion, more
patrticularly in its vital parts. A person who
is in a position to make a subscription of
one puinea direct to the funda of a hospital
will be entitled to a vote for the election of
members of the board, who will control the
hogpital. But the person who pays the
tax may pay any amount at all in the
form of deductions weekly from his wages or
salary to the extent of £5, £10 or £20 a year
and will have no vote whatever.

Mr. Underwood: One of the alleged ad-
vantages of the Bill is that it will do away
with the begging,

Hon. P. COLLIER: We shall not get
anay from the begging, althongh it is stated
in the Press this morning that the Bill will
be likely to obviate the undesirable practice
of cadging from that section of the com-
munity who are ineclined to respord to such
nppeals.

Mr. Underood: T said ‘‘beging.’’
not like the word eadging.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The word eazdging
would not appeal to the hon. member’s clagsi-

I do

[ASSEMBLY.]

¢al mind, although the word is used by the
leader writer in this morning’s paper. This
Bill actually creates and gives statutory re-
cognition of the poliey of eadging. It pro-
vides for the appointment of a visiting ad-
visory committee. It goes on to say what
may be done to raise funds towards the main-
tenance of hospitals. It aetually uses the
word golicit, The advisory board may solicit
funds, donations or subseriptions in any man-
ner they desire, The Bill gives official recog-
nition to the policy of cadging. The solieit-
ing of funds for hospitals has been earried on
to an undesirable extent in the past, bat
under this Bill not only will all of the un-
desirable features of the past be continued,
but we shall have, in addition to the organi-
eations which have taken up the work in the
past, a visiting committee that will have
official recognition. The tazpayers have no
rights whatever. The additional money that
i3 to be levied does not éntitle those who will
find it to any rights whatever that they do
not possess at present, This seems to me very
unfair. The point raised by the member for
Beverley (Mr. Broun) will appeal to cvery
member. We know that no matter how charit-
ably disposed persons may be, when Parlia-
ment imposes a tax which is in the form of a
eharity tax, or money is raised by compulsory
taxation for the purpose of maintaining hos-
pitals, those who have voluntarily contributed
in the past will cease to do so in future.
There can be no doubt about that, People
will not, if forced to pay a tax, at the same
time pay out voluntarily as they have done in
the past. The effect of the Bill will he that
we shall lose thé equivalent of the sums which
have hitherto been domated under this head-
ing. Coming to the matter of taxation, it is
here that it is borne in upon us that the title
of the Bill is incorrect. Instead of its being
deseribed as a Hospitals Bill it should be
deseribed as a Bill for the raising of £100,000
additional revenue. The Bill was not intro-
duced for the purpose of securing more
effective control or the better maintenance of
hospitals, but for the sole purpose of raising
this sum, The question of the present mach-
inery for managing and controlling hospitals
being satisfactory or otherwise is not taken
into aceount. It was not the object of the
Bill to deal with thia guestion. All that was
required was to raise an additional £100,000
towards the Consolidated Revenue of the
State. Why should there be a special Act and
a special tax for the purpose of raising money
to carry on our hospitale? Is there any more
need for taxation for this purpose than there ia
for taxation in connection with other fune-
tions of State? Why should there be a de-
parture from the practice of the past in this
respect?

Mr. Mann: Was not the idea to do away
with the ecllection of subseriptions?

Hon, P. COLLIER: The Bill does not do
away with it, There will be less money avail-
able under the Biil for hospitals than there
was last year. If it was necessary to raise
gubgeriptions all over the State under the
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poliey that obtained in the past, will it mot
also be necessary to do 50 in the future? The
cost of such fumctions of State as charities,
education, poliee and so on is borne by the
Consolidated Revenue. An amount is raised
each year by direct taxation through the land
and income tax, through dividend duties, the
totalisator tax, stamp duties, and in other
ways, for the upkeep of these departments.
It is the function of Government to raisq by
taxatien a sum sufficient to cnable them to
carry on the departments of State. If the
Government find that the money at their dis-
posal, that is the total sum raised by means
of taxation, i3 not sufficient to enable them
properly to carry out their functions, the
logical and reasonable course to pursue is to
bring down a Bill for the imposition of addi-
tional taxation.

Hon. T, Walker: They do so now under this
disguise.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If that policy were
pursued, the matter could be dealt with solely
as a taxation question.

Mr. Underwood: Or we could cut out some-
thing.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes. If it is desired
to raise an additional sum of £100,000 the
duty of the Government is to adopt the ordin-
ary methods for doing so, as I have indicated.
What is there special about hospitals that a
Bill of this sort need be introduced for the
raising of money? If we are going to adopt
this new principle, why not extend it to other
departments? Why not say we want a speeial
tax to raise money to cover the cost of
education? Does not sducation affect every-
one in the Statet If this form of taxation
can be logically defended, it can equally well
be defended in the case of education. The
same argument would apply to police. That
is a mon-revenue producing department, but is
just as essential to the State as the carrying
on of our hoaspitals. Why not bring down a
special Bill to raise money to cover the eost
of our police force? The same thing may be
said in the case of our charities. TLast
week on the Estimates we discussed out-
door relief to women with dependants,
covering a sum of about £90,000, which
is approximately the amount required
for the omaintenance of our hospitals.
If we are justified in bringing down a special
Bill to raise money for hospitals, why not do
g0 for the purpose of raising momney for ocur
charities, our State children, and our Lunaey
Department, and for every other non-revenue
producing department of Statet The principle
ie had. We shonld not single out one par-
ticular department in a manner like this by
imposing a special tax, to be devoted to it.
If additional revenue is necessary it should
be raised upon more equitable lines. This
Bill provides for a flat rate of taxation, That
is to say, a person who is in receipt of only
£1 a weck would pay the equivalent to that
which is paid by the man who is in receipt of
£1,000 or £10,000 n year. That prineiple
of a flat rate has pever been recopnised in
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connection with taxation of this kind in West-
ern Australia er any other State, The prin-
eiple of taxation has always followed the
lines of a levy upon those who will have to
pay, in proportion to their ability to pay.

That is the principle we adopt in
connection with our income tax. Whilst
we start at 2d4. or 3d. in the pound,

we inecrease the amount to 2s, 6d. in the
pound in the case of a man in receipt of a
large income. We recognise the principle
that the tax shonld be imposed in accordance
with the power and the capacity of a person
to pay. This Bill reverses the principle that
has always been recognised. It says that an_
apprentice, or a boy or girl who is only earn-
ing 10s. a week, will pay proportionately the
same amount of tax as the man in receipt of
a large income. That form of taxation is
iniquitous, and represents a departure from
the well-established principle of raising funds
for carrying on the functions of State. There
is mo justification for this, because the ques-

tion of  hospitals is no more import-
ant than that of most other depart-
ments of State. Instead of adopting

the principle contained in the Bill of
raising money for hospitals, why not adopt
the logical course of saying that the million
pounds, or so, that is ordinarily required by
way of taxation for carrying on the functions
of State is insufficient? Let the Government
then bring down a special Bill and ask for
the endorsement of Parliament to enable them
to raise an exira sum of money by way of
taxation to cover this extra expenditure. That
is the only logical and comsistent attitude to
adopt. The Bill under review would never
have been introduced except that it is desired
to raise this money, Wa should never have
seen it so far as hospitals are concerned but
for that fact. If we want the money, let us
raise it as we have raised other money, by
means of taxation. There is no reason for
a departure in this case. I should like to
know on what ground the maintenance of hos-
pitals has been singled out in this way, when
education, charities, and other departments
have been put on onme side. There is no rea-
son for this special attention to hospitals. If
we are justified in imposing taxation for the
one, we are justified in doing so for the other
departments. If that is so, we should repeal
all our forms of taxation and bring in a
special tax for edueation, for hospitals, for
police, for charities, for lunacy, and so on,
so that we may have a separate tax to cover
each of the different services. Let us see how
this works out. Last year there were 38,000
pergons in the State who paid income tax.
Under this Bill it is estimated there will be
140,000 persons paying tax, That is to say,
the Bill will levy upon 100,000 persons in the
State who to-day are exempt from taxation
under our Income Tax Aect. Now, why are
thoge 100,000 persons whom this Bill will
rope in exempt at the present time? Tt will
be admitted that the exemption under the In.
come Tax Act is very low; £156 in the ease
of a married person or one with dependants,
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and £100 for a single person without depend-
ants. It is gencrally conceded that the Im-
come Tax Aect calls for payment upon every
person in the State who is in a position to
pay taxation.
The Premier:
bodied men.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If those 100,000 able-
bodied men were receiving sufficient salary or
wage to enable them te pay any taxation,
they would be paying under the Income Tax
Aect. The very fact that they are not paying
under that Act is proof that they are receiv-
ing an income which does not permit of their
paying taxation, which does not, in the judp-
ment of Parliament, justify the levying of
any taxation upon them. Our Income Tax
Aect says that every person in a position to
pay shall pay.

Ar. Underwood: If it does, not say that,
let us alter it so as to make it provide for
that.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes. XNoboldy will
argue that we are not taxing right down to
the bread line, and in fact below the bread
line when we tax 2 married man with £156
a year, or a single person in reeeipt of £2 a
week, If we are now going to olhtain pay-
ment of a hespital tax from 100,000 persons
who to-day are exempt under the Income Tax
Aet, it is conclusive proof that we are pro-
posing to tax people who cannot afford to
pay taxation. There can be no getting away
from that argument. The proper and logical
method would be to amend our Imcome Tax
Act if the present taxation is not soffieient.
Lower the exemption or increase the rate of
taxation, if mnecessary; but raise gomething
additional! under the Inecome Tax Act in ac-
cordance with the principle laid down by that
measure, namely a progressive rate of tax
according to the capacity of the person con-
cermned to pay. On reference to last year’s
report of the Commissioner of Taxation, 1
find that the fotal amount of income assessed
for taxation in that year was £7,796,000.
Caleulating that at a penny in the pound, it
means that we would get under this Bill
£32487. That is to say, from the total
amount upon whicl income tax was paid last
vear, this penny in the pound would produce
£32.000 odd. Tt alsc means that levying on
the same basis we must levy upon 1614
millions of income which was exempt from
parment of income tax last year, and exempt
only by reasnn of the fact that those earning
the 1614 million were in receipt of incomes
helow the exemption Iimit.

The Minister for Mines: No. That amount
has already been exempted. Part of that
woulid have heen earned by those paying now,
hecause it would have heen already exempted.

Hon, P. COLLIER: T do not follow the
Minister.

The Minister for Mines: Of these who
earned the 73] millions a portion hare al-

ready been exempted under the Ineome Tax
Act.

There are 100,000 able-
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Hon. P. COLLIER: Last year’s taxable
amount was 7% millions, after deduction of
all exemptions,

The Minister for Mines: The best figure
to take is the full amount of income of those
who paid tax last year.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Without allowing for
deductions, that amount last year, according
to the report, was 10 millions. It requires 24
millicns to give us £100,000 at a penny in the
pound. If the total amoun{ of income, as per
the return, was ten millions last year, it
means that the amount upon which -this
penny in the pound will have to be levied in
order to produce £100,000, is 14 millions—14
millions which to-day is exempt from income
tax. Surely that is a clear indication that
the Bill proposes to encroach uvpon the earn-
ings of people who cannot afford to pay any
tax whatever. That is proved because, if
they could afford to pay, they would already
be paying income tax.

Mr. Teesdale: That was a unanimous re-
commendation by the whole of the Commis-
sion.

Hon. I'. COLLIER: T do not care what it
was, but T believe the Commission were vn-
der the impression that this money to be
raised under the Bill would be an annual
amount in addition to that set aside by the
Government for maintenance of hospitals.
Therefore the Commission recommended this
penny in the pound. But, instead of that,
the Government step in and substinte the tax
nnder this Bill for the expenditure of the
department as it has been from year to year.

The Premier: That was intended.

Hon., I’ COLLIER: T do not know what
was intended. The members of the Commis-

sion say this was not intended. I cannot
vouch for what was intended. However, the
members of the Commission deelare that

when they recommended the penny in the
pound tax, their intention was that the Gov-
ernment should make provision for hospitals
in the future as they had dome in the past,
and that the additional money to be raiseil
under this Bill would be the extra amount
required for the maintenance of our hospitals,
the amount that now has to he begged and
raized in other ways. The Hounse might be
disposed to listen to the raising of a hospital
tax if that were the policy proposed to be
adopted, although I, for my part, should not
endorre such a method in any circemstances.
1 would not endorse the imposition of a penay
in the pound on boys and girls earning 10s. or
15a. a week, and on shop assictants earning,
say, £1 per week—workers not receiving suf-
ficient to pay for boots to take them to their
work.

Mr, Lambert: The proposal of the Bill is
a subterfuge,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, a subterfuge to
increase taxation. Take the ordipary work-
ing man in receipt of £4 or £4 10s. per week.
He contributes to hospital funds and medieal
funds an average of between £4 and £3 per
year, irrespective of funds to which a married
man must belong if he is going to take or-
dinary precautions agaimst sickness or other
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difficulties coming upon himself or his family.
On top of that Z4 or £5 per year, this man
on £4 10s. per week is to be called upon to
pay another £1 per annum,

Mr. Hariison: The payments he now makes
are chiefly medical?

Hon. P. COLLIER: Chiefly medical;
lodges and medieal. I say the House wounld
not be justified in doing what is proposed,
and I bope the Bill will be rejected on the
second reading. If it were possible to amend
the measure in a2 manner that would make it
satisfactory, perhaps we would be justified
in passing the second reading with a view
to amendment in Committee. But I am eon-
vinced that so many amendments wonld be
required, that every clamse from the first to
the last would have to be drastically altered.
It is not possible for private members to
draft amendments which would make the Bill
satisfactory. If on the main principle of the
Bill the House were agreed, we might satis-
factorily amend the details in Committee,
But the Bill has been drafted on wrong lines,
The principle of it is wrong from beginning
to end. That being =0, it does not seem pos-
sible at this late stage of the session, when
we are within three or four weeks of closing
down, when we have on the Notiece Paper a
large volume of work awaiting consideration,
for the House to make this a satisfactory
measure, There i3 no wnrgent eall for the
Bill so far as the management of our hos-
pitals is concerned. In introducing the Bill
the Colonial Secertary declared that the meas-
ure would not have been brovght down but for
.the fact that the Government wanted the ad-
ditional money.

The Colonial Seeretary: One reason was the
need for more wuniform legislation for the
control of hospitals.

Hon, P. COLLIER: The Colonial Seere-
tary did not speak about uniform control, or
about correcting anomalies in the manage-
ment of hospitals. He aid say that the Bill
would not have been brought down but for
the fact that the Government desired to raise
move money. If the Minister will look up
his gpeech in ‘‘Hansard,’’ he will find that
those are the words he wused,

" Mr. Underwood: But he did not mean to
say that.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Minigter said that
if it were possible to provide funds from
Consolidated Revenue, this Bill would not
lhave been brought down,

Mr. Willeock: He let the cat out of the
b

ag.

Hon. P. COLLTER: There is no urgeney
for the Bill thercfore, from the aspect of
management or control of hospitals. The
only purpose of the Bill is to raise more
nioney.

The Colonial Secretary: That is one of its
purposes.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Tts only purpose. It
would not have been brought down, the Col-
onial Secretary said, but for that. Nothing
with regard to the management and control
of our hospitals wag of sufficient importance
to justify the bringing down of a Bill. Only
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the desire and peed for more money caused
the meagure to be introduced. TIf the Gov-
ernment want more money, there are other
ways of obtaining it. That being so, I hope
the Hounse will reject this Bill on the second
reading.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair,)

Mr. GIBSON (Fremantle) [5.30]: XNot-
withstanding the hostile criticiam of the Bill,
I hope members will agree to the second
reading; for although some of that criticism
may be justified, I think we can so shape the
Bill that it will tend to improve our hospital
system, To anybody who has been associ-
ated with the workings of our hospitals, it
must be evident that legislation of some sort
is required. Realising that, the Government
last session brought down a Bill which met
with a very hostile reception.

Hon. P. Collier: It was an infinitely bet-
ter Bill than this one.

Mr, GIBSON: The opposition to that Bill
was mainly on the ground that the proposed
incidence of taxation was uafair., That Bill
was referred to a select committee, of which
I was 2 member. Later, that committee was
converted intoe a Royal Commission. I as-
sume the Premier has given a good deal of
consideration to that Commission’s report,
and also to the evidenee taken before the
Commission. Not one of the witnesses ex-
amined was satisfied with the Bill of last
sesgion. Tn pursuance of instructions from
the House, the Royal Commission visited
varions parts of the State. Tt may not be
out of place if I review some of the know-
ledge we gained on thosc trips, We found
that there were in all 52 hospitals, The
Perth and Fremantle hospitals are controlled
by bodies appeinted by the Government. The
Children 's Hospital is governed by a commit-
tee etected by the subseribers, and the King
Edward Hospital is controlled by the Gov-
ernment, Of the 52 hospitals, 19 are con-
trolled by the Government. There are 26
committee hospitals. The financial position
of those hospitals is exceedingly embarrass-
ing to the committees concerned. The Perth
and Fremantle hospitals are dependent on
subsidies received from the Government.
Last year the DTerth Hospital received
£28,000 and the Fremantle Hospital £6,000,
Voluntary donations are practiczlly non-
existent, and so the opposition to the sug-
gested taxation on the secore that it will af-
fect voluntary donations is baseless. Last
year the Perth Hospital received in donations
£043, of which £330 was subseribed by the
W.AT.C Committee hospitals are suop-
ported by subscriptions provided by mem-
bers of the local community. Sueh a hospital
is that at Leonora. It so happens that for
several years I was treasurer of that insti-
tution. To the support of that hospital
married men pay 1s. 9d. per week and single
men 1s. 3d. per week, for which each is en-
titled te hospital accommodation for him-
self, and the married man to medical atten-
tion and medicine in his home in additiom.
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It will be seen, therefore, that the people
outback are carrying a fairly heavy burden
in respect of hospital maintenance.

Mr, Marshall: You are merely proposing
additional taxation,

Mr. GIBSON: It was never my inten-
tion to impose additional taxation on those
men; rather would I do anything I could to
relieve them from the heavy fees they are
paying. That will be one of the results if
the Hill passes, In all the districts visited
we found the hospital committees financially
embarrassed. In some of the hospitals the
conditions were far from patisfaetory. One
in particular wes in a most dilapidated eon-
dition.

Hon. P. Collier: The Bill will not get
them out of their financial difficulties.

Mr. GIBSON: In this hogpital the beds
were a disgrace, and should have been thrown
out on the rubbish heap. Unfortunately, there
were no funds with which to replace any-
thing thrown out. That was in one of the
biggest towns in the agricultural areas. As
affording some illustration of the financial
position of the hospitals, let us consider Fre-
mantle. At present they have outstanding
amounts aggregating £1,406, amounts owing
to local tradesmen for groceries, meat, and
other necessary commodities,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: How will the Bill
improve the position, seeing that the subsidy
will be even less than it is now?

Mr. GIBSON: The month’s accounta
amount to £981, the salaries to £376 10s. and
the Government grant to £416, leaving £40
with which to pay the balance. Of course, it
will have to be made up by maintenance fees
and donations, to which the Fremantle peo-
ple contribute muech more liberally than do
those of Perth. Had the maintenance fees
earned been collected, the hospital would have
been able to meet its liabilities; for the fees
earned were £7,297, whereas the amount col-
lected was only £2,684 or one-third, showing
that two out of every threec patients paid
nothing for their support in the hospital. The
X-ray plant is obsolete and requires to be
replaced. Also the treatment of patients is
seriously handicapped by lack of a bedside
X-ray plant, for which there is no money. Re-
cently twe fracture patients were so seriously
injured that they could not be taken to the
room containing the big X-ray plant, and
so they had to wait a fortnight until their
general condition had sufficiently improved
to allow of their removal to that room. Had
the bedside plant been there for the examina-
tion of the fractures,those patients could have
been fixed up much more quickly, and so a
saving wonld have been effected in mainten-
ance fees, Some £500 is required to bring up
the sapply of bedding material to normal re-
quirements. Moreover, the installation of a
rainwater storage service would represent a
congiderable saving in the lauwndry work, for
the serviee water supplied has a3 very in-
Jjurious effect on the clothinz. To place the
hospital in an efficient eondition wonld entail
an expenditure of #£5,000. The Children’s
Hospital expects a deficit of £6,000 this year.
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Last year they received a subsidy of £750.
Members will appreciate the wonderful work
being done by this institution, containing
patients from all over the State. It is quite
unquestionable that for the continuance of
this good work further financial asaistance is
required. The Royal Commission arrived at
certain conelusions. They found that the
lack of uniform control was hampering the
efficient work of hospitals, and that each hos-
pital was in financial difficulties. The Com-
misgion made certain recommendations, one
being the appointment of the proposed board
of control, Of eourse, this is one of the two
recommendations which have led to so muen
hostile eriticism. The board of control would
effect considerable improvement in working.
It i3 not necessary to explain the diffienlty
which individual committees have in dealing
with Government departments. 1 ean give
one or two instances coming within my own
knowledge.

Hon. W. C. Angwn: The individual hos-
pitals can more easily deal with a Govern.
ment department than could a trust, which
would meet only once a month.

Mr. GIBSON: During the Jast influenza
epidemic our hospital committee in 314 daya
erected a building costing £106. After the
epidemic had passed, we secured from the
Government permission to use the building
as a children’s hall. The Government also
agrced to line the place with lathes and
plaster and ercet a verandah. It took the de-
partment 15 weeks to do the work, at a cost
of £206, Had the hoapital people been able
to do it themselves, it would have been
finished in a quarter the time and at half
the cost. TUntil quite recently, if a window
were broken in a hospital it took threc or
four weeks to get it repaired. First it had
to be reported to the Health Department, who
notified the Public Works Department, who
thereupon sent somebody down to examine it.

Mr, Chesgon: The same thing will oecur
under the Bill.

Mr. GIBSON: No, if the Bill be passed
the local committee will have authority to do
all that work, expending their own money on
it.
Mr. Underwood: They will have authority
to apply to the trust.

Hon. W. C, Angwin: When I was on the
hospital board they used to do that sort of
thing themselves.

Mr. GIBSON: They do not do it now, if
only for the reason that there iz mo money.
Another advantage ariging from the appoint-
ment of the trust would be the eo-ordinating
of the work of providing hospital staffa. At
present each committee appoints its own staff.
If that work could be co-ordinated by a cen-
tral hody, it would make for much more effi-
¢ient working of the system. Again, we
would have cheaper supplies. At present
each individual committee is buying sepa-
rately, with the result that it has not the ad-
vantage of the low prices which could he
seeured if purchases were made in large quan-
tities. T had an instance not very fomg ago.
A certain firm had a large number of ther-
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mometers which they wanted to sell. There
was no authority to purchase thermometers,
and se the Medical Department conld not
buy them. Shortly arfterwards the price of
thermometers trebled, and in the end the
State had to pay three times as much as
would have heen paid had the proposed board
been in existence. Then there wounld be
considerable advantage in the removal of
control ffom the department to the

eentral  body, for we should have a
muclk wmore sympathetic  distribution of
funds than we can get departmentally.

Tf there is any hetter proposition than that
suggested in the Bill, it can be considered.
I am not particularly anxious about the ap-
pointment of the board. I have always
found that the Medieal Department are
capable of doing everything that is neces-
sary, and when the Bill is in Committes T
ghall he pleased to support any proposal that
is advaneed that will prevent the transfer of
the control of the hospitals to any other de-
partment. With regard to the constitution of
the proposed trust, the reason for suggesting
that two of the members should represent the
Medieal Department was becaunse of the fact
that for years past the Principal Medical
Officer and the seeretary of the department
have been earrying on the work of administra-
tion, and that therefore it was not possible to
suggest any two who would be more suitable,
They had both knowledge and experience to
guide them. Then with regard to a repre-
sentative of the British Medical Association,
T was anxious that that body shonld not be
overlooked, There shonld be a representative
with expert knowledge and with a knowledge
of hospital architecture as well.

Hon. W, C, Angwin: What about the Prin-
ciral Mediecal Officer?

Mr, GTBSON: Tt has been suggested that
the British Medical Association are a large
union, but they are abont the only union who
are prepared at all times of the day or night,
without fee or reward, to give their services
to thosc who require them.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: AH doctors want to
get in the hospitals,

Mr. GIBSOXN': T realise that.

Capt. Carter: Why?

Hon. W, .. Angwin: For practice.

Mr. GTBSON: T reatise, too, that surgeons
anid physicians wish to hecome members of
the honorary staff. But is that not of advan-
tage to the institution?

Mr. O'Loghlen: Who objects to it?

Mr. GIBSON: Ts a man not better equipped
for the experience that he gets in a hospital?
In the event of the Bill going through it is
only right that due recognition should hbe
given to the work dome by the British Medi-
cal Association for the suffering poor of the
community. .

Hon. W. C. Angwin: A lot of doectors dis-
agree with yon on that point.

Afr. GIB3OXN: 1 realise that in addition to
desiring to assist sufferers, medical men are
keen onm hecoming members of the staffs of
hospitals in order te acquire experience that
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it may be possible to get there only. At the
same time they are getting that experience
for the benefit of the community. That is
why T am anxious that the British Medical
Assecintion should have the right to appoint
one of their number on the board. It has
been suggested that there will be four medi-
cal men on the boatd. Personally, I helieve
that the number will be only two. :

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Three. You are the
first who bas mentioned four.

. Hon, P. Collier: Y said three, possibly
our.

Hon, W, C. Apgwin:
three.

Hon, P. Collier: It is possible that three
will ho appointed.

My, GIBSOX: Objection has been taken
to the method it is proposed to adopt in con-
nection with the appointment of the board.
My hbelief is that the method is the moat
simple that could be followed, It is pro-
posed to follow the practice adopted in con-
neetion with the appointment of the fire
brigades board, It has also been suggested
that the appointment of this board will mean
the creation of another fec-earning institu-
tion. It will be seen by the Bill that the fees
te be paid will not exceed £350,

Mr. Underwood: And travelling expenses.

Mr. GIBSON: If the board is constituted
as proposed, no one will suggest that a man
should travel to the ecity from outback with-
out having his expenses paid.

Mr. Underwood: Why should he travel?

Mr. GIBSON: Would the hon, member have
him sacrifico his wages during the period of
absence from his diatrict? Moreover it would
not be possible for the board te go to him;
he muast go to the board. It has also been
stated in the course of debate that this is not
a Hospitals Bill, that it is a taxation Bill.
Of course it iz a taxation Bill. Personally
I would have no objection to its being called
o hospitals faxation Bill. Taxation does not
seem to be very acccptable to those who are
obliged to pay it. T wish to make the point
clear that it was wot the intention of the
Commission, when suggesting the tax of a
penny in the £1, to relieve to any extent the
Consolidated Revenue. The idea of imposing
the tax was to supplement what was pro-
vided by the Government, becauvse we knew
that it would require twice as much as was
drawn from Consolidated Revenue to put tha
hospitals of the State on a proper footing.

Hon, P. Collier: That is the whole principla
of the Bl

Mp, GTBSON: T am not ir aecord with
that prineiple. My idea was that the money
raised by way of taxation should be in addi-
tion to what was found from revenue.

Hon, T. Walker: That is nowhere expressed
in the Bill

Mr, GIBSON: That is my opinion. I am
mot responsible for the Bill, and I hope when
it reaches the Committee stage the ideas of
the Royal Commission will find expression
in it.

Provision is made for
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Mr. Marshall: Did the Commission wish to
abolish cadging?

Mr. GIBSON: Tt is the duty of the healiby
section of the community to look after the
sick. The suggested taxation, to my mind, is
fair. Mo one will say that to levy a penny
in the £1 will cause anyoue to make a sacri-
fice, A man earning £6 a week will be asked
to contribute the price of a packet of ecigar-
ettes, That cannot be regarded as a sacritiee,
cspecially when the individual paying it
realises that the money is being devoted to
the eare of those unfortunate members of the
community who are sick and need every care.

Hon, P. Collier: If you had to keep house
and pay rent on £4 10s. a week you would
find out how mueh money yeu had to spare
for taxation.

Mr. GIBSON: We have te find the money. .

Docs the Leader of the Opposition suggest
that we should impose a further super tax on
the income tax? Last year there were
179,000 wage carners, and of those 37,836
were taxpayers, Of that nmumber, 26867
earned under £6 weekly, ant 6,265 earned
between £8 and £10 weekly, while there were
31,132 who carned under £10 weekly, It is
suggested by hon. members opposite that thosas
individuals who do not get the advaniage of
hospital acecommodotion should not be taxed
to provide this accommodation far thuse who
eouid, to a certain extent, pay for their main-
tenance, and who at preaent are not contribut-
ing anything. I admit there are 3,000 people
with incomes between £500 and £1,000, ana
that there are 1,715 who carn over £1,000 a
year. I claim that the proposed tax is fair
and reasonable, To show that no great hard-
ship is going to be inflicted on anyoue, let nus
quote the case of a club in Fremantle where
last wear something like £16,000 was spent,
and vet during the same period the money
spent on the Fremantle hospital was only
£13,000. The people who found money for
that institution wiil not regard it as a great
burden when they are asked to contribute the
small amount suggested.

Mr. Chesson: Some who contributed to
that £13,000 do not reside in the State—the
seafaring men,

Mr. GIBSOXN: There is another clause in
the Bill which will probably attraet attention,
and it is the fact that his paying the tax does
not give the taxpayer the right to demand
hospital acecommedation. It is intended in
this respect that the system which exists at
present shall continue. We ean understand
that if the right te treatment were given
under the Rill to every person paying the
tax, it would be necessary to enlarge the
hospitals. and also to provide a huge staff of
highly trained people. Then again, if every-
one had the right to be treated in a hospital,
we would have no honorary staff. Tt is not
proposed to go in for a natiomal health in-
surance, but the day is not far distant when
it will be necessary to introduce legislation
to deal with this subject, and when it comes
along it will have my cordial support. Tt
must, however, be a proposal different from
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that in existence im England at the present
time, T trust members will read the evidence
given by Dr. McKenzie, of the Perth Hos-
pital, on the subject of national insurance.
When we were travelling ronnd the country,
we found that the committee-controlled hos-
pitals were more costly to manage than those
controlled by the department, and on investi-
gation we found that this was due to the faet
that the charges at the committee hogpitals
werg higher than those at the Government
institutions. That is probably what it means,
beeause it i3 not necessary to be so
economical and there i% not the necessity to
answer inquirics from the department as to
what expenditure has been incnrred.

Mr. Chesson: The patients would be better
dealt with in those hospitals.

Mr. GIBSON: If the Bill be passed, it
will enable us to increase the wages of the
nursing staffs in the Government hospitals,
and the metropolitan hospitals as well. They
ghould be increased to a rate which I think
members of this Chamber will agree will be
adequate.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
under the Bill.

Hon, P, Collier: You cannot amend the
financial clauses, and they are the whole erux
of the Bill.

Hon. T. Walker: They are the Bill.

Mr, GIBSON:. We will see what ean be
done to deal with that aspect when we are
considering the Bill in Committee., I shall
make no reference whatever to the wages
poid te the orderly and domestie staffs as
their claims are being dealt with by the Ar-
hitration Court at present. Nurges in the
metropolitan hospital are working under
wretched conditions. In the first vear they
receive 73, a week, in addition to which they
get quarters, laundry and uniforms. Tn the
second year they get 9s. 3d. a week, and im
the third year 13s5. a week, During that time,
of course, they are acquiring knowledge that
will fit them for their future professional
iife. When they are qualified, after threa
vears' work, they receive 30s. a week, while
sisters in charge of a ward get 32s. a week
and their kecp. Hon. members shonld realise
that it takes five years for a nurse to qualify
for the position of sister in charge of a ward.
Memhers aitting on the Opposition side of the
House will not suggest that those rates of
remuneration are reasonable for the work
nurses perform. If the Bill he passed, it will
enable us to make the lot of the nurses better
than it is at the present time. In order to
earn those wages, nurscs have to work during
the daytime for 1614 hours, for six davs a
wesk. Niecht mmrres have to work 10 hours
for six days a week. There is no question of
44 hours a week, and time and a-half, or
denble time for Sundavs. The nurses are
sweated in . most dreadful fashion, and
money shonld he found to remunerate them
mare in necordance with what thev deserve,

Han. W. C. Anewin: The Bill will not
enahle vou to do that.

Mr. GITBSON: Then we will amend the
Bill so as to enable us to get over the diffi-

You cannot do that
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eulty, The matron at the Perth Public Hos-
pital, who iz qualified to take charge of the
msitution, has a staff of 104 nurses under
her control, and she receives less than £3 a

week. I am sure members will agree that
something is wrong there, and must be
altered.

Hon, P. Collier:
that position.

Hon. T. Walker:
will be all right.

Mr, GIBSON: We hope to amend the Bill
to meet these difficulties. Sufficient monecy
should be raired under the provisiong of the
Bill s¢ that steps may be taken which will be
of advantage to hospitals in the country dis-
tricts. It has been mentioned that hospitals
in the country distriects arc ill-equipped and
in some cages it has been mecessary for men
to be sent to the metropolitan hospitals, as
they cannot be treated in the locality where
their aceidents happen. If it i3 possible to
have the country hospitals cquipped in the
way they should be, that would enable
operations to be carried out in those localities
and it would not be necessary to remove
patients from the distriets where their rela-
tives are residing. Lt would not be necessary
to bring them away unless there were grave
reasons for doing so. The Bill will provide
means to carry out some of this work,

Mr, Marshall: When Perth and Fremantle
requirements are met, the money will be gone.

Alr. GIBSON: It will be possible to sub-
gidise distriet nurses and maternity wards
in the outlying districts.

Mr. Underwood: We have got those mnow,
so why worry about that?

Mr. GTBSOXN: The country districts have
not got them.

Mr. Underwoorl: Yes, we have.

Mr. GIBSON: There are not enough., 1
have been in  many distriets recently where
practically everyone spoke about the neces-
sity for these provisions being made.

Lient.-Colonel Denton: We have them at
Moora.

Mr. Gitson: Moora is not the universe!

Mr, Marshall: It is the axis on which it
revelves.

Lieut.-Colonel Denton:
aronad you, anyhow.

Mr. GIBSOX: It should he possible tn
make provision for ratients being dealt with
more satisfactorily than at the present time.
The question of the relationship of friendly
spcieties to the Bill has been mentioned.
Friendly sovicties should bhe supported hut
they cannot claim as a ripht, if the Bill be
passed, to any relief from taxation. What
they pay at the present time is purely an
insurance that in time of sickness they can
get medical attention in their own homes, and
medieine at cheap rates. Tt does not en-
title them to anv hosnital accommodation.
Friendly societies are doing a great work, and
T recnznise that thev are, to a certain extent,
relieving the Government of the nceessitv for
looking after a section of the people. If the

The Bill does not alter

If you stick to that, it

Tt does not revolve
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cecond reading of the Bill be agreed to, I
will not he uverse to making provision for
any member of a friendly society to receive
accommodation in a hospital at half the rates
to be paid by those who are not members.
Reference has been made to intermediate hos-
pitals as well, This i3 one of the most diffi-
cult propositions we have to face. While
men are carning £6, £7 or £8 a weck they
find it absclutely impossible to meet the
charges levied upon patients by private
hospitals. 1t is sail they should be debarred
from going into public hospitals beeause they
are not indigent. We know what hospital
fees are and the comfort that is reguired at
times of sickness. We snggest it might he
possible to overcome this difficulty by the es-
tablishment of intermediate hospitals or of
wards in connection with cXisting hospitals,
We are up against difficulties and we are told
that patients who are not )aying do not re-
ceive as good treatment as those who pay.
1f a man is prepared to pay something
towards his maintenance and ftreatment, he
can, it is surgeated, be taken into publie in-
stitutions and there be followed by the doctor
he desires to treat him. This proposal is
in opposition to the private hospitals that
may be in existenee at the presemt time, but
hon. members will realise that the atteation in
private hospitals canuot compare with that
given in the public institutions. T am not
attempting to belittle the work carried out at
private hospitals but I believe that is the
position. I hope sympathetic counsideration
will he given to the Bill. 1 think the stand-
ard of a country’s civilisation e¢an  be mea-
sureil by the consideration shown for its suf-
frring eitizens. 1 trust Western Australia
will give a lead to other parts of the Common-
weilth and establish a reputation for the way
it looks after its suffering poor.

Mr. PICRKERING (Suossex) [6.10]: When
one casts one 's mind back over last session and
the present session, one must realise that there
are eertain reasons actuating the Minister
controlling hospitals and also Parliament in
taking such action as has been adepted in
eonncetion with hospitals legislation. In the
first instance we had submitted to us a Bill
by the member for Beverley (Mr. Broun),
whe was then Colonial Secretary. It wag
very different from the present Bill. The
then Colonial Secretary was actuated in bring-
ing forward a measure beczuse there was a
great deficiency in the funda available for
such institutions, and ne matter how we may
blind ourselves to the faet, and camouflage
it by saying we should have amended legis-
Iation, it is abundantly clear that that is
the position. Tt is absolutely essential that
some legislation showld be passed to place
these inatitntions on a mueh better finan-
cial basis than that on whieh they are at
the present time. Those who have had ex-
perience in connection with hospitals, and I
suppose most of os have had more or less
experience, must recognise the onerous duties
confronting the members of committees in
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charge of bhospitals, in the eouatry districts
in particular. When one recognises the re-
spongibilities and anxieties aftaching to the
work of such committees, it is a matter of
great regret that the institutions are in such
a deplorable condition, It seems to me that,
probably, these were the reasons for bringing
forward the Bill now before us for con-
sideration. To those who have taken the
trouble to read the report of the Royal Com-
mission it seems futile to say that the Bill
does not fairly represent the recommendations
of the Commission. If we take the recom-
mendations as they appcar at the end of the
report, we find that the first deals with
finance. Surely financinl conditions are
largely embraced within the provisions of the
Bill. Then there follow certain suggestions
for central hospital administration and local
hospital sdministration as well. Further on
in the recommendations, however, there ap-
pears the following recommendation:—
That where loeal managing committees
are not appeinted, the Governor be author-
ised to appoint local visiting and advisory
committees, That any sueh committee in-
clude nominees from the loeal governing
authorities and be authorised to collect sub-
seriptions and to spend same on the welfare
and comfort of the patients and staff of the
district hospital and be further empowered
to perform such other duties as may be
conferred by the trust.
In spite of the legislation which is sought to
be enacted by the Bill, we are confronted with
a similar position, inasmuch as we are to be
called upon for subscriptions to further sub-
gidise these inmstitutions. There is no doubt
that the Bill is more or less a taxation
measurg. It must be such, but it has
introduecd, to wmy mind, a phagse of
taxation that is new to the State. I refer to
taxation for specific purposes. As was
pointedly remarked by the Leader of the
Opposition, if we are to agree to this phase
of taxation, it may be a phase adopted to
meet any emergency. If we adopt the pre-
cedent, that must needs be the necessary
corollary.

Silting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. PICEERING: Before tea I waa deal-
ing with the form of taxation. The member
for Fremantle (Mr. Gibson) requested mem-
bers to read the evidence of Dr. Mackenzie.
I was rather struck by the doctor’s opening
remarks. On page 21 he stated—

It should be remembered that under the
Bill, with its proposed system of taxation,
there may arise a demand for payment for
all medieal services rendered in hespital.
If through taxation every person in the
community has to comtribute to the main-
tenanee of hospitals, it follows that every
person will demand equal opportunity for
treatment in hospital. This may mean
cutting out the honorary medical officers,
becaunse it will certainly affect private prac-
tice. It would mean practically the nation-
alisation of hoapitals.
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Oue of the outstanding features of the Bil
iz the negatien of that statement. On fur
ther perusal of the cvidence, I take it tha
this is based upon the fact that the Commis
gion, in making their recommendations for :
tax not exceeding one pemny in the pound
had in mind that the amount to be raised by
such taxation should he in addition to am)
sum what at present was given by the Gov
ernment by way of subsidy. When we turr
to the Estimates we find that this is evi
dently not the intention of the Government
It appears that the Government expect tc
save that sum which it is intended should be
subscribed by way of taxation under this Bill
The second recommendation of the Commis
sion is on the lincs of the trust, and I mus
say I am not altogether in sympathy with
the trost as proposed in the Bill. I do not
like the representation of the trust as il
affects the country districts. A central trust
will more or less have its attention concen:
trated upon the large ceantres in which it op-
erates, and I fear that the allocation of
funds may not be in the best interests of the
lesser hospitals. If we are to have a trust,
I would prefer two trusts—one to care par-
ticularly for the outside districts and one
general trust to look after the imetropolitan
area. By these means we might hope to have
representation on the trust which will be true
representation instead of that which is sug-
gested. When we think that the trust is to
eontain three members representing the local
autherities of the State, we must realise how
difficult it will be to get adequate representa-
tion from the wide areas over which that
choice will be spread. There will be very
great difficulty indeed confromting the trust
in allocating the funds, and this is one of
the most important phases. The question of
funds is the mainspring lying at the back of
this legislation, and when I consider the posi-
tion of the hospital in my district, I realise
how great will he the responsibility thrown
upon any trust to undertake the division
of the funds. The next question is that of
district boards which are to replace the pres-
ent hospital committees. The hospitals have
experienced very great difliculty in securing
adequate committees to econtrol them, and [
do not know that the suggested boards are
likely to meet with more success. I do not
like the aspect referred to by the Leader of
the Opposition that the election of cortain
members of the board will rest with sob-
scribers, more particularly when one remem-
bers that amyone voluntarily subseribing a
sum of over £1 will have that amount cred-
ited to the tax proposed to be debited to him
under the Bill. Tf it is to be a privilege of
subseribers who pay subscriptions in addition
to taxation to have the power of voting for
the boards, there should be no exemption in
respect of the amount given by way of sub-
geriptions. T had beped that with the adop-
tion of a Bill, after the mature consideration
it had received at the bands of the select com-
mittee and Royal Commission, the question
of subseriptions would have been eliminated
but, in spite of all the recommendations of
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the Royal Commission and the after-consul-
tation of the Minister with his responsible
officers, they have not been able to arrive
at a position when they can dispense with
additional subscriptions. I pointed out pre-
viously that evidently the Commisgion, after
mature congideration, had concluded that it
would be necessary to have subscripiions.
The question that arises is whethor, after
people have been taxed for this apeciﬁc pur-
pose, it will not be a very difficult matter to
induce them to give further subscriptions.
When we remember how difficult it is to get
additions to hospitals to-day, the difficulty of
getting subseriptions will be increased by the
measure before ng. At the Busselton hospital
strenmous efforts have been made to get a
maternity ward, but the conditions imposed
by the department have been such as to pre-
clude the erection of that ward. I do not
gee much ground for heping for a solution
of these difficulties under this measure. One
phase of the Bill which appeals to me is that
there is no privilege attaching to the tax.
The Bill gives no right to attendance in hos-
pital or anything of that kind. Tt does not
permit of the admission to a hospita! of any-
one except indigents.

Mr. Underweod: There is some doubt about
the indigent, too.

Mr. PICKERING: There may be very
great difficalty in arriving at a definition of
“‘jndigent.’’ If ome turns to the evidence
of Dr, Stewart Mackenzie he will find some
interesting matter:—

You fear that if everybody had to pay,
all would be entitled to hospital treatment,
and so the bonorary staff would no longer
act?¥—That is so

But the purport of the Bill is simiply fo
impose only sufficient taxation to provide
for the maintenance of indigent patients.
Would the honorary staff still carry on if
that were dona?—We require a definition of
‘'indigent.’”’ Not all the patients in this
hospital are indigent. A lumper on 15s.
a day, with his wife and one kiddie, is often
better able to pay than is a man on £400
a year with a wife and three or four kid-
dies. Medicine hospitals and the publie
health must be nationalised.

Buppose we levied only the smaller im-
posts to provide hospital aceommodation
for the indigent, a superstructore could
easily be built upon that?—7Yes, it would
give a foundation rock on which we conld
elaborate our nationalised medical services.

Whatever Bill we pass must be the founda-
tion for a nationalised medical service, That
secms to be in the atmosphere.

Mr. Davies: You mean nationalised hospi-
tals?

Mr. PICKERING: Yes; a mnationalised
hospital service. It does not seem to be a
matter of experiment. It is one which has
evidently preved to be satisfactory. If this
be so, whatever measure we pass in this
House should be framed mere or less from
the standpoint of adopting suck a super-
structure. The intermediate hospital presents
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a very difficult proposition, I take into con-
gideration the poeition in the Busselton hos-
pital where anyone who is not indigent is
precluded from availing bimself of the ad-
vantages of the hospital. It is useless to say
that we can make an intermediate ward in a
hospital where the accommodation is already
overtaxed. What would be the position if we
said we would not allow others than indigent
into the bospital until we arrived at the stage
when we could have intermediate hospitals¥
It is a serious matter which will need very
careful congideration in Committee. We have
not the spate at Busselton for an inter-
mediate ward and, as I pointed out earlier,
although it is most urgent that we should
have additional accommodation in the way of
a maternity ward, so far we have been unable
toe do anything in that direction, and what
immediate prospect is there of being able to
secure an intermediate wardf

Mr. Daviea: Only by the exclusion of the
indigent.

Mr. PICKERING: That is not the idea of
members. We are actuated by a desire to
frame a Bill to provide for the indigent
primarily and principally.

The Colonial Secretary: They have a firgt
elaim,

Mr. PICEERING: But they should not
preclude the use of the hospitals by those in
& position to afford the medical fees charged.

Mr. Underwood: Who do you think would
get in first?

Mr. PICKERING : That is the tronble. All
these interjections go to illustrate how very
difficult the problem is.

Mr, Underwood: The Government have not
solved it.

Mr. PICKERING: I think we are a long
way from golving it,

The Minister for Agriculture: Well, give
us gome suggestion.

Mr. PICEERING: I chall be very pleased
to hear the Minister for Agrieulture throw
some light on the question.

Mr. Underwood: Or tke Colonial Secre-
tary.

Mr. PTICRERING: Yes, or any other Min-
ister, After my efforts to throw some light
on a difficalt problem, I consider it rather
an impertinence on the part of the Minister
for Agricultvre to interject in”that strain.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is not
in order.

Mr. PICKERING: I will withdraw the
remark., There is a clause in the Bill which
seems to throw a certain respongibility on the
employers of ahorigines. It is as follows:—

The cost of the relief granted to an
aboriginal shall, without exeluding the lia-

bility of the person relieved, constitute a .

debt due by the employer of the aboriginal,

and may be recovered by action in any
court of competent jurisdiction.
This seems to aim directly at the employment
of aborigines by persons in this State.

Mr. Underwood: That should be in the

Ahorigines Act; not here.
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Mr. PICEERING: It has notking to do
with this Bill. So much has been said about
obviating the necessity for collecting subserip-
tions that it js rather amusing to read some
of the matter contained in the measure. We
find such sentcuces as—

Solicit and receive donations and sub-
seriptions, and expend the same on the wel-
fare of the patients and staff.

Solicit and receive donations and sub-
seriptions for any apecial object connected
with the hospital, and expend such sums
aceordingly.

Mr. Underwood: We thought that was all
to be done away with.

Mr. PICKERING: When the Bill was
handed over to the Royal Commission this
House thought a measure would be framed to
relieve hospitals of that particular obligation.
We are now imposing taxation which, on the
face of it, scema inadequate. In connection
with the flat rate, the point made by the
“West Australian’’ in this morning’s issue
was a pertinent one, It said that the
majority of those who paid would not take
advantage of the hospitals, and would not
be permitted to do so. Therefore, they were
paying without any hope of any benefit aris-
ing therefrom. No other form of taxation
has so far heen sugpested except an increase
in income tax or perhaps land tax.

Mr. TUnderwood: Another suggestion is
that there should be economy in the depart-
ments.

Mr. PICKERING: That is a uecessary
phase.

Hno. P. Collier: The economy policy of
your party would meet the position.

Mr. PICKERING: FEeconomy of adminis-
tration. We are consistent in advocating that
at every turn.

Hon. P. Collier:
goiten that plank,

AMr. Tnderwood:
anything.

Mr. PICKERING: I have endeavoured to
solve this problem, and tried to arrive at
some cquitable basis for the collection of the
fux.

Hon. P, Collier: The only equitable basis
is that where the other fellow pays.

Mr. PICKERING: “‘When I read the re-
marks of a prominent New South Wales
labour Jleader, who lheld that the tax
be Gd. in the £1, it seemed to me that the
preposal for one penny in the £1 was inade-
quate.  The payment of 2d. or 4d. a week
is a very small amount, especially if it is
paid weckly. I do net think the general com-
munity will object to paying this tax, when
they realise that it is for hospital serviecs,
which are so esential to this State. They will
not regard it as any hardship to eontribute
to such a service for the general good. I do
rot as o rule approve of the principle of taxa-
tion for specifie purposes. It is strange that
out of our population of over 300,000 there
should be only 38,000 taxpayers. This sug-

T thought you had for-

Qur party never forgets
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gests that many people are evading their re-
sponsibilities,

Hon. P. Collier: And according to the
judges in this Chamber that number ineludes
all those who are in a position to pay the tax.

Mr. Underwood: If vou are missing any-
one, alter the machinery.

Mr. PICKERING: There must be many
who are escaping taxation. 1t is not fair that
the whole of this additional taxation should
be thrust upon thos¢ who are already paying
taxes, If it is beyond the power of the Gov-
ernment to cvolve some other form of income
and land tax the only alternative is to aceept
the method that is submitted to us in order
to mect the requirements of our hespitals.
When the Bill was introduced last ression it
provided that the taxation should be collected
by ancther means. It was a local taxation
and the funds were to be administered locally.
That was the one thing in favour of that parti-
cular Bill. I do not like a centralised fund
withont sufficient representation to ensure
equitable distribution. When the Bill is in
Committee, if it reaches that stage, I hope
to move an amendment which may overcome
the difficulty. T fear that the trust will have
its intercsts centred more in the big centres
of thie State, which should be hest able to sup-
port their own hospitals, Whilet I was im-
prersed by the remarks made by the Chair-
man of the Royal Comumission, I cannot see
that many of the recommendations of that
(‘'ommission have heen overlooked in this Bill.
There is not moeh in the Bill that is not on
the lines reecommended by the Commission. It
is necespary to amend our hospitals legisla-
tion. We must make provision for adeguate
funds for the upkeep of our hospitals. With
regard to the Busselton hospital, we have to
supplicate the Colonial Secretary for money
to enahle us to provide the necessary linen
andl bedding for additional patients thrust
npon us hy the immigration poliey of the
Premier.

The Colonial Seeretary:
ferred upon you.

Mr. PICKERING: ©Perhaps I used the
wrong word. Counsiderable responsibilities are
thrust upon us which we are not ahle to meat.

The Minister for Agriculture: It is a sign
of propress.

AMr. PICKERING: We have, therefore, to
beg the Colonial Secretary for additional
money. It should not be a matter of suppli-
eation. We must have hospitals in the coun-
try.

Mr. TU'nderwood :
School?

Mr. PICKERING: T am greatly concerned
ahout adequate provirion heing made for the
proper attention of the sick. T trust we shall
he able to place all those hospitals, whieh are
to-day in distressing ecircumstances, en such
a footing that thex can conduct their husi-
ness in the beat interests of the community,
and those in their care.

On motion by Mr, Mullany, debate ad-
journed.

Not thrust; con-

Why not ask for a High
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BILL—PENSIONERS (RATES EX-
EMPTION.)

R-turned from the Couneil with an amend-
ment,

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1822-23,
1ln Committee of SBupply.
Resumed from the 16th November; Mr.
Stubhs in the Chair.

Department of Public Works (Hon W. J.
George, Minister.)
Y ote—Publie

£72.993.

Works and  Buildings,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W.
J. Ueorge—Alurray-Wellington) [7.58]: Theo
Estimates of the Public Works Department
are very modest, and I am svre this phase of
their charaeter will commend itself td hom.
members, It is almost unnecessary to men-
tion the varions utilities carried out by the
Department. We are now engaged in dredg-
ing the Bunbury harbour, a work that is
necessary to provide for the accommedation
of the numerous ships that visit that
port. At Albany we are also dredging,
and are being assisted by a big dredge
we have been =able to hire from the
Commonwealth  Government. The work
will, when completed, enable vesselzs of the
White Star Lirne class to come into the har-
bour, take their loading and leave in perfect
safety and seeurity. The Fremantle Harbour
Works are being continued, on the plan laid
down some years ago and approved by Par-

liament, We sare still taking away the stone
that has been Dblastel and broken up.
With regard to roads and bridges, no

doubt those members whose wants have

been satisfied are now content. Tf the
funds available to the Treasurer per-
mitted, nothing would give the De-

partment or me greater pleasure than to
put up hridges wherever they are needed.
Turing the six years I have been DMinister
for Works, I do not think a request for a
bridge or other public utility that I consid-
ered reasonable has been refused when the
money was available. Here is a point for
the consideration of hon. members: when the
Government build 2 bridge or other work of
publie utility, T consider it is the duty of the
people in the district to care for the main-
tenance. If the State stands the capital ex-
penditure, it is not unreasonable to expect
those benefiting thereby to do their part, es-
pecially when the country is experiencing
considerable trouble in the matter of finance.
There has been and there is, in my opinion,
too much of loeal bodies thinking that every-
thing should be done by the Government;
and I am perfectly satisfied that fhe local
people should take upon themselves some of
this work. During the last year we have had
a road boards’ conference, which, like all
conferences of the kind I hare seen, was not
oniv interesting and instructive, but also
preductive of considerable good. Confer-
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enees to which the people come without fee
or reward, taking upon themselves their share
of the burden of local government, should be
cneouraged by every means, Representatives
meet, and discover that they have difficulties
in ¢ommon, difficnlties which some of them
have overcome while others have not lheen so
fortunate; and thercfore such gatherings can-
not fail to be most helpful. 'The Traflic Aet
comes under the control of the Public Works
Department, and I believe it is giving gen-
eral satistaction throughout the State. The
only people I know of who are not satisfied
with it are people who perhaps have not re-
ceived so large a proportion of the fees eol-
lected as they think their deserts entitle them
to expect, As hon. members know, the dis-
tribution of traffic fces in the metropolitan
area is at the discretion of the Minister for
Works, Old members will recollect that the
matter was so arranged by the desire of a
former Assembly.

Me. Mann: Tt does not give too much
satisfaction in the city of Perth,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
city of Perth ean never have any satisfac-
tion, not even with the hon. member repre-
senting the ecity. That hon. member, as he
gets a little more experienced in Parliament-
ary life, will find that he ean spend the last
drop of his blood and the last effort of his
massive frame without satisfying some of hig
constituents, who will continue to growl, I
regret to say that in my opinion the city of
Perth does not earry ont the agreement as to
doing certain work in return for the traffic
fees. With regard to railways, we have at
last got on with the construction of some
lines long authorised. Hon. members will
know that the cost of rails has for years been
probibitive. We have been quoted £22 per
ton, and it is only within the last few months
that we have been able to get an order for
rails placed at a price which cannot be con-
sidered too burdensome on the State. Out of
100 miles we have ordered from Britain, we
have received about 500 tons, equal to eight
miles; and another 14 or 15 miles are due ab
the port of FPremantle in a few days. The
Nyahing-Pingrup railway is one that has suf-
fered any pumber of disappointments, and
therefore it gives me great pleasure to say
that there is an opportunity of going on with
the line, in: respect of which matter I received
a deputation at Woodanilling some months
ago, a depmiation including men who had
ridden 50 and 60 miles to see if there was a
ray of sunshine with regard to their promised
railway, Tourteen miles of rails have been
sent to the seeme of operations, and I hope
the people concerned will soon see the realisa-
tion of their hopes. With regard to the Bus-
selton-Margaret River railway, the hon. mem-
ber chiefly interested kmows that the bridges
are being built, that a proportion of the
earthworks has been constructed, and that
the sleepers are being delivered along
the line. The rails are expected in Fanuary,
ond that as soon as they arrive platelaying
will eommence. With regard to the Bencub-
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bin extension, which the House was good
enough te authorise recently, work is going
on very comfortably, There are only eight
miles to be done, and we shall not he
long before we finish the extension. In
this connection, representations were made
by the member for Toodyay a few weecks
ago as to the freight rates charged. The
hon. member put it that as the line had
been completed for about 24 miles, and the
Public Works Department were holding that
length of line for their own convenience, with
a view to finishing the remaining eight miles,
it would be only a fair thing if through rates
were charged for the entire distance, instead
of one rate heing charged by the Public
Works Department and then another by the
Railway Department. Arrangements have
now heen made by the Government so that
the people despatching wheat over the line
will be charged one through rate from the
point of loading to the point of destination.
I think T am not too sanguine in saying that
30 miles of the Esperance line will be laid
by the first week in Mareh. The Esperance
line has experienced endless vicissitudes and
difficulties, and various Governments have
been pilloried in that connection. I hope the
people of Esperance will speedily be con-
vinced that the Government are quite honest
and sincere in regard to what they have pro-
mised. T may make a slight reference to the
Narrogin-Dwarda railway, since there has
been a great deal of controversy regardinp
that line. Every meang hafl been taken to
avoid loss of time and money in connection
with the construction of that lime. Sleepers
were to be delivered at Dwarda, and it had
been arranged that the rails would be de-
spatched so as to save freight all the way
round from Spencer’s Brook. However, ow-
ing to deputations which waited on the Pre-
mier, and owing to a motion_tabled in this
House by the member for FPingelly, there
was no other course open to the Government
but to suspend the work of comstruction. To
build the linc while there was a hostile motion
pending in this Houge, a motion as to the
outcome of which no forecast was possible,
would have been against all economic prinei-
ples and Parliamentary etiquette. Although
it has heen the fate of the Government in
general and myself in particular to be fairly
well abused by the member for the district
and others interested, T maintain that the
only course to be taken was that which the
Government took. With regard to the pur-
chase of rails generally, I may mention that
by waiting, instead of ordéring rails a year
or two ago, the State has saved close on
£100,000, which amount would have been
loaded on to these railways for all time and
would have made it more difficult for those
controlling the working railways to make both
ends meet. If hon. members will refer to the
Estimates, they will find there has been an
incrense in the total of salaries. That in-
creape is due to advances which were granted
to the officers by the Appeal Board. In the
circumstances the only eourse for the Govern-
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ment was to pay those increases. The'item of
rents has increased a little, mainly owing to
quarters being required for teachers in the
Education Department, and in some instances
for additional schools. Anotber item on the
Estimates which hon members may note, re-
fers to the Perth Causeway. In my opinion,
the time is rapidly approaching when the
House will have to consider that matter very
seriously. To-day the structure is not in as
good condition as the engineers would like,
or a3 I would like, to see. The structure has
done very useful work during the years of
its existence, but with the enormous increase
of traffic into and out of Perth, and especi-
ally with the tramway upon it, the Causewsay
is inadequate to meet the demands. The Gov-
ernment, and eventually Parliament, will
have to consider seriously how a thorough-
fare of main importance to the city
shonld be dealt with—whether it should
continue to be looked after, as it has
been since its inception, by the Govern-
ment, or whether it should be considered
as one of those things whieh fall within
the scope of duties of the mnunicipality of
which the Causeway forms a part. Years
ago, when Perth was confined eatirely to this
side of the river, there was, no doubt, great
reagon for congidering that the Causeway was
too big an item to be at the expense of the
c¢ity itself. But now Perth has spread on
Loth sides of the river and we have the
Greater Perth Scheme, I consider it is a mat-
ter for Parliament to decide whether or not
the responsibility for the Causeway shonld
now rest upon the eity itself.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: T do not see the mom-
ber for Perth here to look after it.

Mr, Davies: He is not far away.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I regret
that the financial conditions of the State have
not been such as to allow the Treasurer to
provide the money which the Public Works
Department require, and which I know they
need. for the purpose of maintaining public
buildings throughout the State. We have a
large sum of money laid out in schools and
buildings of all sorts, and maintenance, which
in this climate is a serious question, has not
been a8 closely attended to as it ought to have
been. TUnless painting and necessary renova-
tions are kept up, it is only a question of
time when serious conditions set in; them
when eventually the work has to be done, the
amount required is far in excess of what
wourld have been needed had the maintenance
been attended to in:.the ordinary course. I
know of buildings erected over 25 years ago
which have never had a paint brush on them,
whilst othera requiring proper attention have
been merely patehed up. We cannot 'grumble
at this sort of thing having oceurred during
the last seven or eight yeara, because while
the war was on all energy and money had to
be conserved for the ome pnrpose; but new
that we have peace, as against war, it is
time we endeavoured to catch up with the
belated repairs. It hurts me to see a flne
building going to ruin for want of attention.
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However, the financial position has dictated
that only a very small amount should be spent
upon such work. There are the Estimates. 1
eommend them to hon. members.

Capt. Carter: Can you tell us how the
Herdsman’s Lake projeet is going on?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That does

not comc iuto these Estimates. The hon.
memher will have an opportunity later.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [8.8]: The money provided for

works in these Estimates is £20,000 Jess than
it was last year, while that provided for build-
ings is £10,000 less, making a total reduction
of £30,000. Apparently the Works Depart-
ment is not going to be very active on works
from revenue during the current financial
year, but will confine its attention prineipally
to lonn works. Tt might be argued that to
some cxtent at least this has been hrounght
about by the ereation of the North-West De-
partment.  But I notiee that the only sum
provided for the North-West is £12,088, leav-
ing a balance of £18,000 as a reduction on
the Public Works Estimates. It is a great
mistake to take works away from expert offi-
eers and put them under the control of nmen
who arc not expert. That has been done
through the division of the departments,
merely te please, as a child with a toy, somc
of the XNorth-West people. The Minister
ought to find out whether this transferred
wark is now being carried out as economieally
as it was before. The Engineer for the North-
West, Mr. Tindale, had a thorough knowledge
of all works in progress up North and knew
what was wanted. Now this responsibility
has passed from him to another department
in whieh there is no expert knowledge what-
ever. [t is a great mistake to hand technical
works to inexperienced men.

Mr, Teeadale: Taken from men who have
been years aequiring knowledge and experi-
ence,

Hon, W. (. ANGWIN: I notice also that
the grant for roads and bridges has been
reduced by £2,000. [t is not altogether a
reduction, becausc it has been ndded to the
North-West Department. Having regard to
the system which has been in vogue, in all
prohahility this amount will have to be in-
creased. Tt appears to be the intention of
the department to induee muncipalities to be-
come road Dboards. [f a distriet under a
road board ia entitled to a grant, surely it
should be entitled to a prant when under a
munieipality. The Parliament that passed
the Roads Act had no intention whatever of
converting  municipalities into road boards.
T mysclf have seriously thought of advising
the local anthorities in my electorate to form
themselves intoe a road board and so get
a elaim on this vote for assistance, While
they remain munieipalities they have no elaim.

Mr. A. Thomson: Road boards have a very
much larger area to “administer than have
municipalities.
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Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: To some extent,
yes, but the areas of South Perth and of
Guildford, are not very large.

Mr. Davies: Guildford is not a road board.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I saw in the paper
that the Guildford municipality had been con-
verted into a road board and that, too, with-
out a referendum of the people. At all events,
we know that South Perth has become a road
board, This sort of thing has a tendemey
to build up the central office becavse, in re~
speet of road boards the department has a
power which it has not under the Municipal
Corporations Act; therefore the more road
boards the more ean the department ceatral-
is¢ things.

The Alinister for Works: It is not done for
that purpose.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: No. It is to get
inereased value from the Government. It was
stated in a newspaper that the Minister him-
self pointed out to some municipality that they
would get a grant if they betame a road
board. The department has not been able
to make mueh headway during the past few
vears. All that was spent last year, including
Loan and Revenue, was £784000. Tha de-
partment has had neither money nor oppor-
tunity to make necessary development. The
time has arrived when the State Implement
Warks should be taken from the Works De-
partment—T do not say away from the Minis-
ter.

The Minister for Works: I hope it will be.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: T mean from the
control of the officers of the Worka Depart-
ment.

Capt. Carter: From all Government control.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: No, I am not in
favour of that, nor would the hon. member
be if he knew the position. It is time the
State Tmplement Works controlled not only
the manufacture, but also the sale of its pro-
ducts. The accounts should be kept at the
works,

The Minister for Works: Could you not bet-
ter diseuss that on the Trading Concerns
Estimates?

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: No. I am going to
discuss it on the officer concerned, when we
reach that item. Some yéars ago I, as Minis-
ter, called a conference at the Public Works
Department of the accountant, the Under
Secretary, the Under Treasurer, and the
works manager. That eonference decided that
the best place for conducting the busimess of
the State Implement Works was at the works.
Consequently I ordered the expenditure of
£300 or £400 on the provision of office accom-
modation down there. That work was only
Just finishedl when, unfortunately for the
State, the Labour Government went out of
office. Immediately, the very officers who had
recommended me to that course recommended
my suceessor to the opposite eonrse,

The Minister for Works: You must have
had & great influence over them,

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: No, I had =mot.
They held a conference among themselves—
four high officers of the Government—and
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they arfvised me one way; and the moment
1 left office they changed round and advised
my successor to do the very opposite thing.
if 1 were of a suapicious nature, I would
say it was done for political purposes.

The Minister for Works: Do not say that.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T gometimes think
ft was. The building was put up on the
advice of those four officers, and they changed
around with the change of Government.

The Minister for Works: I think T had
more to do with it than had the officers.

Hon. W. ¢C. ANGWIN: I do not think so.
The Minister had not time in which to get a
grasp of the pesition. If he had been aware
of the position he would not have agreed to
the chapnge, at all events without good reasons
being given for it. As I say, there is a big
reduction in the Public Works expenditure,
and there will not be mueh doing in the de-
partment this year.

AMr. O'LOGHLEXN (Forrest) [8.30]: The
member for North-East Fremantle (Hon. W.
(. Angwin) just now referred to ithe expert
officers of the dejartment and deplored the
existing tend-ney to toke work out of their
hands and put it in the hands of less com-
peteat people. Reference has also been made
to the Implement Works, but leskages are oc-
curring not only in the Works Department
but in most of the departments, though it is
more prouounced in the Works Department,
which is the biggest of the spending depart-
ments. The Minister, with his many duties, is
not able to keep a check on the expenditure
and cannot always scrutinise closely the re-
commendations which are put up by his ex-
rert oflicers. T kmow the Minister is an en-
gincer and thinks he is competent to look
inte every proposal. It is not possible for
him, hoewever capable he may be, to ade-
quately check cvery proposal submitted to
him. A couple of matters occur to me just
now and I believe they conld be multiplied
twentyfold. The policy of sending officers
into the country to effect repairs is wrong and
expensive, A request came frem Greenbushes
for aitention to a school adjacent to that
town which was in dauger of being demol-
jshed by white ants, and there was also a
complaint akout a glass having been broken
in the window of a school three miles fur-
ther away. A carpenter in that towa would
have done the whole job for about 308, Vet
we have an officer of the Public Works De-
rartment going down there—and probably he
was the second one to go down—to report and
prepare an estimate of the cost. TIn regard
to this jarticular instance the officer in ques-
tion was on the same train as a party of
members of Parliament—T was amongst the
numher—and I have no doubt that the cost
of his poing down there would he from £6
15s to £7 lus. Tf that kind of thing is hap-
pering in repgard to repairs tn schools and
jublic buildinus in every part of the State, it
is eauy to e¢onceive why we have a deficit.

Mr. Navies: That will be altered under the
nuw FEdreation Act.
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Mr. O’'LOGHLEN: If we are going to
stick religiously to the opinions of experts
and heads of departments, it will of course
always be necessary to send officers out in this
munner. The Minister requires to be firm if
he wishes to alter this policy, because we
know that the tendeney is for the head of o
dipartment to surronnd himself with a big
staff, so as to increase the importance of his
oflice and, at the same time, secure an increase
in galary. It is bad enough to have Parlia-
mentarians referred to asa  ‘‘deadheads,’’
withont having officers of the department
going arcund the country piling up expenses
in order merely to put up an estimate or to
make recommendations which sometimes are
not even taken notice of. Another matter
which ecame under notive the other day was
the extravapance in comnection with the send-
ing of two boxes of tomatoes to Cave House
at Yallingup, and on which two c¢ases 8s. 6d
freight had to be paid.

The Minister for Works: I do not grow
tomatoes,

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: XNo, but it is proper
te draw attention to the methods of depart-
ments and that of the Minister for Works is
amongst them.

The Minister for Works: But I do not grow
tomatoces.

Mr. O'LOGHLEXN: Possibly the Minister
would show results if he did. The faet re-
wains that these two boxes of tomatoes were
sent to the Yallingup Cave House and 8s. 6d.
freight was paid on them. If there is any
[loce on God's earth where tomatoes ean be
grown, surely it is Yallingup.

Mr. Corboy: The purchase of 6d. worth of
seed would have given them all the tomatoes
thex wanted.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Tt is time something
was done to stop the extravagance and waste
which is geing on daily, and if there were
vigilant officers appointed, this conld be done.

- Another matter which may be quotled is in

connection with the Agricoltural Water Sup-
ply Department. A dam was construeted at
Minnicvale many years ago, and it proved to
be a failure because it was not built in hold-
ing ground. Later on the department built
another dam half a mile away. That was a
goodt ome but it was not sufficient for re-
quirements. Then it was proposed to con-
struct another dam close to it which could be
put down at a cost of £450 and the residents
of the distriet approavhed the Minister and
asked him to have this new dam built in that
holding ground. An engineer, however, was
gent up to report on the proposal and he Ae-
vlared that as so much money had been
wasted on the firat dam, it would be as welt to
waste more on it by lining it with concrete at
a cost of £875,

The Minister for Works: It has not heen
done vet.

Mr. O'LOGHLEX: But the Minister hae
given a favourable reply.

The Minister for Works: T did not.
. Mr. O LOGHLEXN: Of course we know it
is pretty diffirult for the Minister to tarn
®ovwn the rerommeadation of one of his ex-
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perts, He is not on the spot; be looks at the
file and the natural corcllury is that his ap-
proval follows. Instead of the enginecrs be-
ing allowed to try to cover up the mistakes
that are made, it would be better to eut the
first loss and thus conserve the funds of the
State, I suppose the Minister will tell us
that his department is well conducted and
that he cannot detect any leakages. That
may ke so because he has too much work to do.
All the same, all day and every day expen-
diture which c¢an be cut cut is mounting up,
hecanse the system of departmental control
which exists now permits officers to be con-
tinually travelling about the eouniry. They
seem pleased to be able to go out of town,
They hop away to Busselton one day, come
back again and go to York at the end of the
week, and a few days later discover they
are wanted onee more at Busselton or ab
Cajel. The State cow i3 a wonderful old
beast to be able to stand it all.

Mr. WILLCOCK  {(Geraldton) [8.38):
With reference to the grant made by the
Federal Government to relieve unemploy-
ment in the various States, I thought, and
probably every member thought, that the
money would eome within the purview of the
Minister for Works. When the announce-
ment was made in the Press that municipali-
ties and rood beard districts were to partiei-
pate in the distribution of this money, local
bodies in the district I represent asked me to
see that they pot their fair share. I asked
the Minister for Works a question as to the
conditions governing the expenditure of this
moncy, and received a reply that the wmatter
was under consideration. On the 12th Sep-
tember I asked another questiom, and was in-
formed that the matter was still under con-
sideration. Apain, on the 26th October, I
endeavoured to find out what was being done,
and the Minister replied that the papers
would be laid on the Table of the House, and
that I would then be able to get all the
information T wanted. Up to date, however,
the papers have not been 1aid on the Table of
the House, and I have not been able to get
any informantion.

The Minister for Worka: I can assure you
I gave instructions for the papers to be laid
on the Table of the House. I will find out
why they have not been sent up.

Mr. WILLCOCK: I am still in the Jdark
about the whole business, I read in the Press
that a certain sum from this graut had been
given to the Northampton Road Board, and
that an amount had also been given to
Pithara and Mingenew, as well as to other
parts of the State, and when I approach the
Minister for Works he knows nothing at all
about it. He informs me that 1 shorld have
approached the Premier, wha, with Mr
MeLarty, had the matter of the distribution
of the money in hand. But it was no usz
being told after the money had ke-n expended,
that T should have gone to the Premier
in order to secure a portion of the grant for
my district. This is a deliborate affront te
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the northern distrieta, becauas application
was made in awmple time for assistonce for
the unemployed soldiers who ure there. 'The
Federal department did gather together the
unemployed returned soldiers in Geraldton,
and put them om the work of Ilaying the
telephone wires underground, but when that
job was completed the men wers again
stranded. Al this time there werc unem-
ployed in Perth, and deputations were told
by the Premier that if was no nse men coming
into town from the couniry, because they
would receive no consideration. They were
told te stay where they were, and when
application was made for a portion of the
£16,000 Federal grant, nothing was given.

Mr. Teesdale: Not a shilling went up
north.

My, WILLCOCK: We were hoodwinked;
I cannot use any other word. Now I under-
stand that praetically the whole of that grant
has been expended in the South-West on
developmental projects, the expenditure in
connection with which should have come out
of Loan Funds. I would like some information
about this matter. .

Cant. CARTER (Leederville}) [8.43]: I
thought that the Minister, in discussing the
general administration of his department,
would have referred to that very important
subject, Herdsman’s Lake drainage.

The Minister for Works: The salaries for
the men engaged on that work are not pro-
vided on these Estimates.

Capt, CARTER: It is onnecessary for me
to impress upon the Minister the fact that
the eves of the State are on this work, and
that the stupendous cost of it is causing the
gravest concern, not only to soldiers, but those
who are to be settled there, and to the people
generally. T hope the Minister will give us
some idea as to how the work is progressing,
and when it ig likely to be finished, as well as
diselose when the soldiers are likely to be able
to have access to it.

The Minister for Works: I have not the
information with me now. It is not dealf
with on these Fstimates, and so 1 did not
bring it along. I will, however, supply it
later on. .

Capt. CARTER: T had also intended to
sreak on the matter referred to by the mem-
her for Geraldton regarding the returned sol-
dicrs” grant for road econstruction and so
forth. T bave alrendy mentioned the sub-
jeet to the Minister in his offiec and also in
this Chamher. T agree with the member for
Geraldton that this special grant should have
been devotel, as nearly as possible, to the
smaller works which would have meant so
much to the soldiers and other farmers who
are developing the State,

Hon. W. (", Angwin: The amount was so
small that it would not have made muck
diffrrence,

Capt. CARTER: I am aware that the
amount was small but it was suweh that it
should not have heen swallowed up in hig
jobs, If £100 had been distributed here and
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£100 there to the road boards in the small
outlying districts, it would have meant much
to them. Oshorne Park is veferred to as
being part of the ecity, but it is not. We
have the country at our back door as it were,
and the settlers there are in much the same
position as those who arc 100 miles from
Geraldton. As returned soldiers fthese men
have as great & claim on the department as
men who are settling in the South-West, T
hope the Minister will remember what T have
said to him, for he well knows that the men
who are asking for this consideration have
been battling along under adverse eireum-
stances, often with no roads at all. In many
cases, they have to plough through the sand
to get to their swamp land, With the mem-
ber for Geraldton, T hope assistanec will be
given to these people who are in dire need
of it. I aceept the Minister’s assuronee that
the drainage work in connection with Herds-
man”’s lake will be discussed at a later stage.

The Minister for Works: (f ecourse it
will be discussed. There is nothing to be
hidden,

Capt. CARTER: 1 accept that assnrance.
I mercly mention it becavse I am determined
that the matter shail be discussed and T wish
to make my position elear,

Mr. LUTEY (Brown Hill-[vanhoe) [8.47]:
I would like to have some information re-
garding the allocation of the Federal grant
of £16,000 for road making. The Ealgoor-
lic Road Board made a special request for
portion of that grant at the time when the
unemployment trouble was in evidence there.
It was left out of the allocation, however,
The road board is an important body and
the work was required to meet the crying
needs of the time. T would like the Minis-
ter to inform the Committee as to the dis-
tribution of the £16,000 and in what par-
ticular constituencies the allocations were
made. I would also like some particulars
regarding the dam to be constructed at Tves’
Find. Summer is coming on and I hope
the same state of affairs that existed
some time ago when the water shortage was
so pressing, will not occur this year.

The Minister for Works: We are ealling
tenders for the dam at Ives.

Mr, HICKMOTT (Pingelly) [8.49]: I
agree with the remarks of previous speakers
regarding the allocation of the Federal grant,
and the necessity for doing more than in the
past in the interests of the agrieultural areas,
particularly in the direetion of providing
roads. T know the Minister is short of funds
and is willing to do what he ean. The tone
of the Committee, however, seems to be in
favour of inecreasing rather than reducing
expenditure.  Previously we talked about
economising, but now members seem inclined
to demand increases. The provision of ade-
quate water supplies and good roads is essen-
tinl. The Minister for Agriculture has been
asking people to produee more and more, and
it iz necessary that adequate water supplies
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and good roads should be provided to enable
them to bring about that increased produc-
tion. If they have to cart their water from
the railway to their holdings, it takes up time
that should be devoted to the farms. Tt is
particularly important that geod roads should
be provided leading to the railways hecause
good roads are as essential as the railways
themsclves. If people have not good roads, it
takes twice as long to cart produce to the
railways. Something should be done to im-
prove the roads I have referred to and more
particolarly the one to Bendering Siding. I
brought this matter under the notice of the
Minister somo time ago, but T have not heard
anything more about it. 7T trust the Minis-
ter, should funds be available, will attend to
these matters and give the farmers in the
varicus agricultural distriets adequate water
supplies and road facilities to get their pro-
duee to market.

Mr. J. H, SMITH (Nelson} [851]: T
wish to say something regarding roads and
Iridges. T have approached the Minister
for Works on several occasions and T have
keen received with eourtesy. I regret to
say, howeover, that lhis courtesy has not ex-
teuded into the realm of practical assistance.
It is wery important that roads and bridges
ghould bhe provided in the South-West, but
when applications are made to the Minister
for assistance, he continually puts off mem-
bera by saying that he has no money and that
le cannot get the necessary funds from the
Treasury. 1Ie always assures members that
if he could get the money from the Treasury
he would do what he was requested.

The Minister for Works: That was straight-
forward, was it not?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Straightforward, but
still a quibble. Tt ia always a quibble between
the Minister for Works and the Treasurer.
The Minister complains that he has not the
money to spend, but if he does not make pro-
vision for the farmers to get their produce to
market by the construetion of roads and
bridges, he will never get the money neces-
sary not will gur railways ever pay. T went
over the head of the Minister reeently and
interviewed the Premier. T told him that
the Minister for Works was domplaining that
he could not get any money for neeessary
works in the South-West, The Premier said,
‘‘Look at the moneyr we are spending in your
electorate.’’ That money, however, is of no
assistance to people who are isolated in other
settled portions of the distriet, People have
been settled on both sides of the Blackwood
River, which is a large stream, and vet for
months in the vear they are isolated because
they cannot get their produce to market.
When a member goes to the Minister for
Works and asks for a paltry £100 or £1,000
he informs them that he camnot secure the
money. At the same time, the Government
can squander thousands of pounds in Perth
cvery day.

The Minister for Mines: Not at all,
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Mr. J. H. SMITH: That money is being
squandered every day in the Government de-
partments and in the Public Service, where
men are not earning their money. Men are
falling over each other in the Government
departments.

The Minister for Mines:
respongible statement.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: It is not. It applies
to the Mines Department as well, Minigters
are continually putting men into the Publie
Service and the Ministera have no control
Ministers do not control one department. It
is the heads of departments who are in con-
trol. If Ministers want to do seme good, they
should do away with the Public Service Com-
misgicner and themselves accept the responsi-
bility of their positions. As it is at present,
Ministers are just nonentities, I want to im-
press upon the Minister for Worke——

The Miniater for Agriculture: What is the
use of impressing anything on nonentities?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: If every member would
do the same as I am doing, possibly the Min-
ister would do something to the Public Ser-
vice and to the Public Service Commissioner
as well.

The Minister for Mines: Why not wait aa
a deputation on the Public Service?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I do not want to be
abusive. 1 desire to mention one or two mat-
ters to the Minister for Works to show how
cssential it is that we should have good roads
and bridges provided in the South-West. The
Minister should aporoach the Treasurer and
get the money for it.

The Colonial Secretary: He should keep a
stiff upper lip.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: In the rural districts
we¢ want roads and bridges, and if we could
only have the revenue produced in our dis-
trict, we would bhe able to carry out our
own works without the necessity for going to
the Minister for Works and his engineers. 1
believe that the local authorities counld do
work at half the cost the Public Works De-
partment incurs to-day. Where a bridge costs
£1,200 under the Public Works Department, 1
helieve the local authorities could construet it
for £500 or £600.

The Minister for Agrieculture: And it would
probably be washed down the same year.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I can show members
bridges which have stood for 50 or 60 years
—and they are standing to-day—which bridges
were built without the help of the public
works engineers.

The Minister for Works: There is no
necessity to sneer at the engineers. If they
sucered at you, you would take it as an in-
sult.

Mr. J. H. SMITH:
are too many engineers.

The Minister for Works: No, there are not.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: If there is a 10s. job
to be done, it cannot be carried out unless it
is inspected by an engineer. It may cost £20
for the engineer to inspect & work, where the
loecal authorities eould do it for £5 or £6.

The Minister for Works: Many of the
road boards cannot control their own seere-

That is an ir.

The trouble is there
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taries.
in gaol.
Mr. J. H. SMITH: That does not apply
to the secretary of the local authority in my
district. In any case, the Minister’'s remark
is an insolt to a big body of hononrable men,

The Minister for Works: Some of them
are good men, but some are bad, and you
know it.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: If that is so, the de-
partment ingists on a fidelity bond and, there.
fore, the dcpartment does not lose anything
from that standpeint. It is all-important that
more money should be made available for
local authorities so that they can construet
crossings over railways lor bridges over
crecks, particularly in the wet areas, thus en-
abling people who are producing commodities
to convey them to the markets. We have been
endeavouring to get a bridge erected at
Southampton for a long time, There are 10
or 12 settlers there and the Minister agreed
that the work should be carried out. I do not
blame the Minister for the attitude he
adopted in the later stages and I think the
work will be carried out now. This instande,
however, shows how an erroneous statement
can make all the difference and prevent work
being carried out after it has been approved.
On the occasion of the Parliamentary visit to
Balingup, the secretary of the road board

Seo how many they have tried to put

came Dbefore the Acting Premier and
spoke to him about the bridge. The
Minigter had approved of the work

keing done at a cost of about £1,000.
The secretary came along without the assist-
ance of any members of the board and, be-
eoming confused at the cross questioning, said
he thought the work could be done for £450.
A shorthand note was taken of his statement
and the Minister said he was not going to
grant £800 or £000 for a job which the secre-
tary said could be done for £450. T ex-
plained the matter to the Minister and he
knows the full faets of the case.

The Minister for Works: Why do not you
say I asked you to do the work for that
money 7

Mr. J. H. SMITH: It was impossible to
do it for the money. That statement was
made by the secretary. Everyone knew that
it was a slip of the tongue. Xight miles east
of Bridgetown two or three men have been
settled across the river, which is in flood for
five months out of the 12. These men were
settled there at a cost of £1,500, besides the
cost of implements and horses which the Re-
patriation Department had to pay for them,
and they are isolated; they have no chanes
to get their produce to market. It is no won-
der that men settled on the land fail in their
efforts when the Government will not assist
themn to get their produce to market. The
Repatriation Department promised to grant
£100 towards the erection of a bridge and
the settlers are prepared to provide the whole
of the timber. All we ask for ig a bridge
costing £400, £500, or £600 which will with-
stand the floods. We do not want a lot of
fancy or architectural work.
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The Minister for Works: They do not build
that sort of bridge. Why talk silly?

Mp, J. H. BMITH: We want something
sul.stantial. If the Minister will grant us
£5u0), the bridpe can be built with the assist-
ance of the settlers.

The Minister for Works: How long since
that request was made!

Mr. J. H, SMITH: I understand the sug-
gestion was made to the Works Department
a considerable time ago by the progress as-
spriation.

1he Minister for Works: I shall ask you to
gret them to prove their words.

Mr. J. H, SMITH: They told me they had
made the ajpplication,

The Minister for Works: You take every
bit of tittle-tattle for pospel. .

Mr. J. H. SMITH: My information came
from the progress association, and the infor-
mation should be reliable. If it proves to he
ineorreet [ shall be prepared to make the
amende honorable to the Minister.

The Minister for Works: You say they will
provide the timber and £1007 T say it is
not true and you can tell them that. .

Alr, J. H. SMITH: T say distinetly it is
true. The Repatriation Department promised
£100, I have the ecorrespondence.

The Minister for Works: That may be so,
l'ut they have not made the application to me.
The statement is incorrect.

Alr, J. H. SMITIHE: Tt is not incorreet.

The Minister for Mines: If you can prove
it you get your bridge; if not, you won’t.

Afr. J. H. SMITH: That will satiafy me.
I must impress upon the Government the
tiecessity for assisting the people in the coun-
try. .

Mr. O'Loghlen: How many seitlers are
there aecrosa the stream?

My, J. H. SMITH: There are about nine
whe cannot get their produce to market.

AMr. O'Loghlen: What are they growing?

Mr, J. H. SMITH: About 7,000 cases of
fruit are grown in that vicinity and in addi-
tion they produce oats, pigs and cream.

The Minister for Agriculture: How wide
is the river?

Ay, J. H. SMITH: About 70 yards.

The Minister for Works: What do you call
tie river?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The Blackwood, one of
the finest rivers in the State. It is impossible
to pet around the hills, and bridges are es-
sentin]l, This river runs for about 200 miles
as the erow flies.

The (olonial Secretary: Not as the erow
flies; it wriggles about.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I know something in
addition to rivers that wriggles about. 1
with to stress the importance of this part of
the State, Tt is unfair for the Premier to try
to put a member off by referring to the fact
that a lot of money is being expended in the
Borth-West. I represent 4,000 clectors, and
all T ean get out of the Premier is ‘¢ You are
~utting yvour share, Look what we are spend-
ing south of Manjimup.®!
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Mr. Lambert: Do you think you will get a
bridye since you have twisted oeross to that
ritle of the House?

Mr. J. H, S8MITH: EveryLody on the Op-
position side scemed to disown me, and [
thought 1 would do better by joining the
party representing the people who are creat-
ing the wealth ot the country.

Mr. O’Loghlen: A little baby left on the
douistep; no one would pick you up.

Mr. J. H, SMITH: I wish to stress the
iniportance of giving more assisiance through
the Works Deparvment to the people in the
country. These are the people who are ere-
ating the wealth, and if they cannot get
grants tor roads and bridges, it will be im-
possible tor them to make good.

Mr. PICEERING (Sussex) [9.9]: A
matter of great urgency to group settlements,
regarding which I was unable to obtain a
definite reply from the Minister to a question
1 put recently, is that of the Margaret River-
Flinders Bay railway. I would like an assur-
ance from the Minister that he views this
matter as one of urgency. The line that the
Government purchased from Millar’s was a
bush line for timber hauvlage, ard no par-
ticular attention was paid to grades and
similar matters. I want an assurance that
the Minister views this as an urgent matter.
L would also like an assurance regarding the
propesed abolition and amalgamation of
road hoards. Recently the Minister has given
consideration to the advisableness of amalga-
mating eerfain road hoards. There was an
article in the ‘‘West Australian’’ yesterday
morning pointing out how harshly the pro-
posed amalgamation would hit the Guildford
and Swan road boards. I think the action
contemplated in my district will be equally
harsh. According to a deputation in Perth
recently, only one member of the board
favoured abolition and amalgamation with
another board. In view of that, the Minister
should hesitate before he causes the amalga-
matjon to talke place. I refer to the Capel
road board, which has been very efficient, and
has carried out its work satisfactorily.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Can you tell us the revenue
and expenditure, and the work it has donet

Mr. PICKERING: No, but it has done
goed work, and it has raised money, which
with the assistanee received from the Govern-
ment, has resulted in the roads of the distriet
being greatly improved.

Mr, O Loghlen: So long as it is not depen-
dent on Government grants.

AMr, PICEERING: Every board is more or
less dependent on Government grants, but the
amalgamation suggested would not lead to
any more economical administration. I was
glad to hear that the Minister realizsed the
urgency of maintenance and repair work to
public buildings. Wherever one goes, ane is
impressed with the necessity for expenditure
in this direetion. It does not need an archi-
teet to discern that nearly every huilding is
in urgent need of repair, and it is false
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economy to defer these repairs longer than
necessary. The Minister shounld give .m-
mediate attention to the question of repairing
the Ludlow bridge, which was destroyed by
fire two or three years ago.

Mr. N’Loghlen: Has not that been re-
built yet?

Mr. PICKERING: No, although repeated
representations have been made to the Min-
ister, Several bays of that bridge were
destroyed, and the strueture is impassable.
Sommer is approaching, and the need for
that road will be great. Quite recently the
memhber for Leederville (Capt. Carter) took
a wrong turning, and found himself at this
bridge, and unable to cross it.

Mr. O’Loghlen: The member for Eaat
Perth also took the wrong turning.

The Minister for Mines: He might be able
to double back on his track, as the member
for Leederville did.

Mr. PICEERING: To repair this bridge
would not eost much, and the structure would
be of great service to that part of the
country.

Mr. O’Loghlen:
bridge right.

Mr. PICKERING: Is the Minister pre-
pared to make an apnouncement as to the
introduction of a main roads RBill this
gessionf

The Minister for Works: Not this session.
I had hoped it would be possible, but it is
not. There is 8o much ecriticism by irre-
sponsible people, that we eannot take these
matters in hand.

Mr. PICKEERING: I do not know to whom
the Minister is referring, but it is time we
had some system to deal with our main roads.

The Minister for Mines: He would not
refer to,you as irresponsible.

Mr. PTICKERING: TIi it were the Minias-
ter for Mines, he might.

The Minister for Works:
ring to yon.

Mr, PICKERING: A measure dealing
with our main ¥opds Bystem is urgently
needed.” It is impossible for our main roads
to be adequately dealt with at present.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: T am afraid we have
ﬁglt] the population to justify bringing in the

11l

Mr, PTCKERIXG. The sooner the Bill is
introdueed, the better it will be for the State.
Tf we cannot deal with the whole of the State,
we might deal with certain parts of it.

The Minister for Works: It could be done
all right, but for the interference of some
peovle.

Mr., PICKERING: The Vietorian Act
seems to work very satisfactorily.

The Minister for Works: There is a big-
ger population there.

Mr. PICKERING: That is so.

Mr. O’Loghlen: XNome of our country
areas are so densely populated as they are in
Vietoria.

Mr. PICKERING: Parts of my electorate
arc well on the way towards being densely

And £25 would put the

I was not refer-
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populated. I congratnlate the Minister for
Works upon the good road work he is putting
into the distriet.

Mr. O’'Loghlen: Sweeten him up a little.

Ar., PICKERING: There are certain
facilities that are essential to the successful
development of the South-West, and I hope
the Minister for Works will make this Bill
one of the foremost for next session. :

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. J. George—Murray-Wellington—in reply)
[9.16]: I thank mcmbers for the way they
liave reccived these Estimates. The member
for North-East Fremantle referred to the
North-West Department, and paid a well-
deserved compliment to the engineer, Mr.
Tindale, who was conneeted with that part
of the State for many years. He certainly
knew his work very well. We now have a
Minister for the North-West, and a Commis-
sioner.

Mr. O'Loghlen: T am told that the Com-
missioner has a fleet of six motor ecars and
a large number of officers.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Xo
doubt the Minister in charge of the depart-
ment will know whether that statement is
correct or not. Engineers are not as a rule
given to swank of that sort. The hon, mem-
ber also referred to the roads and bridges
grant. T should like to see that grant in-
creazed. Tf X could get a larger vote for
this purpose, I might be able to satisfy the
requests of hon. members. There may be
some requests that_are not quite reasonable,
hut as a rule there i3 a good deal of founda-
tion for them. It is a matier of regret to
me that the financial position of the State
will not permit of my pgiving roads and
bridges to the extent T would like. When
the vote connected with the State Implement
Works comes bhefore the Committee I shall

be prepared to go further into that
question. The member for Forrest re-

ferred to the delinquencies of the depart-
ment generally, but remarked that the
Minister could not bhave his eves upon
everything, It is certainly difficult to
lonk after every detail. Tt is for members
to say whether my services during the past
six years have been of any value or not. The
hon. member referred to sehool teachers em-
ploying loeal labour. It is true that a school
teacher has the right to employ loeal labour
and get certain work done.

Mr. O’Loghlen:
case,

It was not done in this

The MINISTER FOR -WORKS: That
has heen the- edse for some time. I am ap-

posed to men travelling about secking for
work. There was a supervisor in the de-
partment ahout four years ago who travelled
from Albhany to Merredin to look at two
sheets of iron that had blown off a small
building. After reporting on the damage he
sent a man to have the job dome. I sent for
him and asked him why he did not put the
iron on himself. T told him if I had been
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there T would not have thought it degrading
to have put it on myself,

Mr. O'Loghlen: Is he in the department
now?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I have
no time for a man who thinks 8o much of his
position that he will see the money of the
State wasted rather than carry ount a small
job like that himself. I will make inquiries
with regard to the Minnievale water supply
matter. The member for, Geraldton spoke
about the Federal grant.

Mr. O’Loghlen: XNo member of the Op-
position ¢an get a penny of it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I will
read out the list showing how the money
was spent, .

Mr. Lambert: Did Mr. Hughes say,
‘“‘Give it to your supporters; it has worked
well with me’’¢

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: I have
o idea what Mr., Hupghes said. The list is
as follows—

Abba River roads, £4,000; Yandanooka,
£1,200; Nungarin Crossing, Lake Brown,
not started, £200; West Bendering, not
started, £500; Bendering-EKondinin, £1,500;
Pallinup, not started, £500; Cundinup-
Jarrahwoo d- Nannup, £1,400; Ninghan
Board, construction of various roads,
£500; Wryaleatchem-Eoorda and Dukin
roads eonstruction, £500; Denmark, not
atarted, £500; Kondinin-Kalgarin, £600;
Northampton Board, pgrant to varfous
roads, £300; Winchester-Carnamah, grant
to Mingenew Road Board, various boards,
£1,700; roads in Winchester area, £300;
total £2,000; Moore River, £8,000; Glen
Lynn bridge and road, £1,400; Peel Es-
tate, road from Byford to Peel Estate,
£5,000; Bateman Estate, road from Bate-
man’s estate to Byford, £3,000; Maida
Vale, £1,750; and Northam-Perth, £1,000.
Mr. O’Loghlen: Another supporter!

The MINISTER FOR WORES: The
people at Maida Vale are honest and hard-
working citizens,

Mr. O’Loghien: We do not say they are
not.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: They are
travelling from four to six miles further
than they need do in order to get their pro-
duets to market. This road will greatly re-
duce the distance they will have to cart their
goods. If the men are there in order te
make a living, they are entitled to a road.
Why all this dog in the manger business?

Mr, O’Loghlén: You do not think it fair
that the Opposition should get £100.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am not
ashamed of the Maida Vale road.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Byford js in the Murray-
Wellington electorate. The Opposition re-
eeived £100 out of the Federal grant. T do
not know who made the distribution.

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: The Peel
estate was purchased by the Government for
the settlement of returned soldiers. There
must be roads leading to it. The money was
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given on the understanding that it would be
used for purposes connected with returned sol-
diers.

Mr. Willcoek: We ean make out good cases
for our districts, but get no money.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The ques-
tion of Herdsman’s Lake can be dealt with
on the Loan Estimates.

Mr. O’Loghlen: It is not much good de-
bating it. The money is spent. It seems
most unfair.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The mem-
ber for Brownhill-Tvanhoe mentioned the dam
at Bt. Ives. Tenders have been called for
nearly a fortnight for a price for the dam.
Wherever we can get work done by tender,
we do s0. We do not want day labour, but
there are times when we cannot get the work
done by any other means. The hon. member
belongs to the party whoee main plack ia that
of day labour, but he does not mind if this
work is done by contract.

Mr. Lutey: Your officers have been trotting
all over the place, and have had plenty of
opportunities to do the work.

The MINISTER FOR WQORES: The mem-
ber for Nelson referred to a bridge in his
electorate. This waas to cost £800. The set-
tlers undertook to find and cart to the ground
all the timber required, and every arrange-
ment was made for going on with the work.
The Acting Premier, Mr. Colebatch, visited
the district, and, while there, was waited on
by the people and the secretary of the road
board. ‘That gentleman, who appeared o
Mr. Colebateh to be the leader of the district,
told bim it was ridiculous to expend that
amount of money on the bridge, as the road
board could build a better bridge for £400.
When the notes of the interview reached me,
I invited the road board $o0 Dbuild the bridge.
The controversy has continued ever since,
and the bridge has not been builk, Were it
not for the irresponsible interferemce by
people who do not know anything about the
work my department have to do, a great many
of our undertakings would be finished before
people had time to make complaints. No-
thing is done, and nothing-is attempted to be
done, without disgruntled people trying to
attaek it either with me or with some other
Minister., If I flonted the opinions expressed
and went on with the work, I would be ealled
to accounf in this Chamber for wasting the
State’s money. The hon. member referred to
& bridge to be built eight miles out of Bridge-
town, and said that the Repatriation De-
partment had offcred a contribution of £100
towards the work, the settlers to provide
the timber. Such a proposal hag not reached
my department in the form stated, and I
know nothing about it. As to the sarvey of
a line continning right out to Margaret
River and Awugusta, the Engineer-in-Chief,
who has been visiting the locality, returned
to Perth last Monday, and is prenaring his
report. There is no question whatever that
the survey will be done. We shall not blindly
follow the line put down to suit the conveni-
ence of timber people. If we put a railway
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dowp, it will be one which ghall be economieal
for working. The hon. member referred to
amalgamation of road boards. In one of our
most influential papers there recently ap-
peared an article which gave me the hardest
pat on the back I have had for some time.
That was in connection with the amalgama-
tion of road boards. Such amalgamations
have not been made out of pique ¢or in a
hurry, They have been well considered, and
not a step has been taken without the people
concerned being consuited. When my officers
have come back with what appeared to be
quite justifiable recommendations, it subse-
quently turned out that some of the people
affected Qid not want amalgamation, and so
they started an agitation about it.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Perhaps they did not
know about if,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The Guild-
ford people knew all about it for montha.
As regards Capel, there are three small bhoarda
each maintaining a secretary and doing bits
of work more or less expensively.

My, O’Loghlen: The seceretaries have mnot
got full time salaries. One of them sells milk
in addition, and catches & few opossums.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: No doubt
he gets the value of his work, The rates in
one instance are just about enough to pay the
secretary's salary and the office expenses. I
felt that it was desirable to get a body of
sufficient size to deal with, and one that could
raise sufficient rates for the work to be done.
I am snre that the amalgamation of the Capel,
Bunbury, and Dardanup road boards would
be better for the whole district. To say that
the representation of the people is gome
amounts to a simple absurdity. In this con-
neetion a deputation was introdueed by the
member for the district the other day. The
deputation referred to the adiministration of
the boards. I quietly got the departmental
files and read ont to the members of the depu-
tation various things which had taken place
in their districts and which the members of
the road boards ought to have known about
and prevented. That branch of the P.W.D. is
doing good work throughout the State. My
department is receiving the thanks of the great
bulk of the road boards for the work that
is being dome. Tf we had more money
available we would have more auditors and
more frequent audits. There is an inatance
of a road board with & secretary and an as-
sistant seeretary losing the whole of its hooks.
There have been defeleations of the funds of
road boards. There i3 a case sub judice in
which a2 member of a road board is called
upon to answer certain things, In all elasses
and all walks of lifc there arc people who
make mistakes,

Mr. Heron: There are some road boards
that have not zeen an auditor for three years.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We had
not the necessary auditors..

Mr, Heron: Tt is time yon got some.

The MIXTSTER FOR WORKS: We lost
on¢ auditor by death, and we have experi-
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enced great difficulty in obiaining qualified
men.

Mr. There are plenty of upem-
ployed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Special
work can be done effectively only by men
specially qnalified to do it. There might be
100 auditors absolutely good as such, but of
no use for this particular business. The
member for Sussex also spoke about the Main
Roads Bill. It i3 a disappointment to me
that eircumstances have been such as to pre-
vent me from bringing that measure before
Parliament. It is a modest measure, and one
which would, T am quite satisfied, have done
some good. However, there are in Western
Australia a lot of people who, becaunse a
thing is small, object to tackling it or deal-
ing with it. They are people who fail to
sece that a child has to be born before it can
grow to be a2 man. If the Main Roads Bill
were passed we should, before a couple of
years were gone, hear people declaring that
the foundations were there for a bigger mea-
sure. However, we eannot afford to borrow
a million of money; and that iz the amount
which one of the associations has put dowm
ay a sine qua non.

Hor. W, C. Angwin: But the associations
are not here: you should have brought the
Bill here,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T will
search for the river 200 miles long that goes
rippling around Western Australia, as men-
tioned by the member for Nelson. On the
whole I have to thank hon. members for the
manner in which they have received my bsti-
mates. I know their anxiety is to assist a
Minister in earrying out the work of his de-
partment. I do not take any of the ecriti-
¢isma ag personal. I aceept it as designed to
bring to the attention of the Minister matters
whieh he may not have observed and which
others have observed.

Ttem, Roads and bridges throughout the
State, including subsidies to road beards for
maintengnce of roads, bridges, dams, wells,
and general public conveniences which have
been provided by the State, £26,000:

Mr. WILLCOCK: A serions protest should
be made against the allocation of this item,
which represents a downright scandal. The
manner in which the Minister hoodwinked
several members as to the grant will not, I
hope, be scen here again. In this eonmection
I asked questions extending over thrce months,
and received replies that the matter was under
consideration and that when the money was
available the grant would be made. In my
opinion, the Minister for Works deliberately
hoodwinked members.

The Minister for Works:
rect.

Mr. WILLCOCK: That is my opinion, and
I express it. If a member asks questions here,
and receives answera intimating that a certain
grant will be made when the money is avail-
able, and then finds 2 month later that all the
money has been allocated by another Minister,
it is an intolerable position. We were never

Heron:

That is not cor-
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informed that the Minister for Works was not
dealing with thias matter at all. Apparently
the whole thing was settled in a hole-and-
<orner manuer between the Premier and Mr.
MclLarty of the Soldier Settlemént Scheme.
After asking questions extending over a
period of 11 weeks, and being continually put
off, we eventually learn that the Premmier did
the whole thing off his own bat.

The Minister for Works: That is not cor-
reet.

The Minister for Mines:
not been spent.

Mr., WILLCOCK: But it hag been allo-
eated.

Mr, O'Loghlen: (an we get some of it?

The Mipister for Mines: Well, make a case,

My, WILLCOCK: Tt is a case of those
getting in first receiving grants. Members on
this side of the Chamber did not know the
Premier was dealing with the matter, and
there was nothing to indicate that the Pre-
micr was dealing with it. The Minister for
Works did not say that the Premier would
deal with the matter.

The Minister for Works:
me the question.

AMr. WILLCOCK: The whole ching has
been hidden away. The first I knew about it
waa a paragraph in a loeal paper stating that
a certain road board had been granted a sub-
sidy. T want to be treated straightforwardly.
This business has heen done entirely under
the lap. The Minister for Works has been
vsed by the Premier as a catspaw to hood-
wink members on thig side..

Mr. Teesdale: He pets a nice wad himself,

AMr. WILLCOCK: Of course he does. It
18 an absolute scandal. Although we have
been making represenfations to the Minister
for Works, he has taken no notiee of us.

The Premier: I have taken particular no-
tice of you.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Yes, and seen to it that
we on this side get no more than £100¢ out
of the £32,000. I hope we shall not be
treated in this way again.

The Premier: The Peel estate swallowed

The money has

Nobody asked

the lot.

Mr. MeCallum: The Péel estate did not
get any.

Mr. WILLCOCK: The amount was fur-

nished for the relief of unemployed soldiers,
but the Premier took it all and put it down
in the South-West.

Aly. Money: XNone of it in my electorate.

Mr. WILT.COCK: I want to know whether
this poliey of spoils to the victors is to he
perpetuated. A gross injustice was done to
e‘leintorates represented by members on this
Sule.

Mr. Harrison: Members on these benches
were treated in the same way.

The PREMIER: I am surprised at the
remarks of the hon member, who represents
a large town. He knows that the money had
to he spent on roads, and conld not be allo-
eated to o municipality. It would be utterly
ridicnlous to take this money and split it ap
into 50 lots so that every member, including
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the member for Derth, should have a share,
whether it was wanted or mot.

Mr. Lutey: We had unemployed soldiers
up our way, and they wanted the money for
roads.

The PREMIER: We have made all the
roads in the hon. member’s district.. This
money was not sent over here to be divided
up amongst members, but was intended to be
spent in the best possible way.

Mr. O’Loghlen: To relicve unemployment
among returned soldiers.

The PREMIER: Of the total amount,
£8,000 is to be spent on Moore River roads,
£2,000 on the Midland Company’s land, some
at Nortlampton. some on the eastern wheat
Bolt, und wome on the keel estate. The momey
has neen alloeated in the best possible way.

Mr, MeCallum: Have the Governinent car-
ried out the work, or have they allotted the
money to the road boards?

The PREMIER: For the most part we
have carrieil out the work. More meney from
this grant has been spent in the hon. mem-
ber’s clectorate than anywhere else.

Mr. MceCallum: According to the Minister
for Works, none of it was spent in my elec-
torate.

The PREMIER: There was a anm of
£5,000 for the Peel estate, which is in the
hoa. memher's elcctorate.

Mr. MeCallum: That read was to Bate-
man’s estate.

The PREMIER: If the member for Ger-
aldton has an urgent work, he should let us
know where the road ia.

Mr., Willeock: The Minister for Works
knows, He was inundated with correspon-
dence about it.

The PREMIER: We will still consider
the matter if the hon. member can show tha.
the road i3 urgently needed, but we are not
going to do road board work.

AMr. O’Loghlen: T have three roads in my
electorate, all in new country, yet I cannot
get a shilling for them.

The PREMIER: The hon. member gets
all he wants. Nobody gets any more. We
have te apend the money where it will do the
most good. Nothing better could be done than
we have done.

Mr. O’Loghlen:
money left?

The PREMIER: The hon. member will
give notice of that question, No ndvantage
ean be given te members on thia side.

Mr, Heron: They get it, just the same.

The PREMIER: The hon. member has per-
fect roads in his electorate, and a very rich
road board also. Tf any hon. member ecan
put up o gond case he may still be accommo-
dated, but it will have to be a very pgood
case. No one ¢an ray the mooey has not
been tharoughly well allocated.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T ecannot see that
the member for Geraldton has much to ecom-
plain about., He should remember that the
Government have had a very troublesome
time, and that it was pecessary to placate
some of their sepporters.

Have yom any of the
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The Premier: That is a miserable insinu-
ation to make.

Hon, W. (. ANGWIN: Wo know from the
list read out {o-night that nome had better
eon<ideration than members of the cross-
beneher, Of course, the memher for Bunbury
did not get any of this money, because his
vote is sure, 3o, too, with the member for
Roebourne. But it was necessary for the Gov-
ernment to keep outside supporters quiet.

The Premicr: The memhber for Sussex did
not ark for this vote in his clectorate; it was
part of the settlnment seheme.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: Possibly had 1
been in the Premier’s position I would have
done as he did. Many members on this sido
represent country districts, embracing thous-
ands of miles of road, yet amongst us all we
get a paltry £100. I could have done very
well with a share of the money.

The Premier; Next time you come to me
for money I will refuse you.

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: Some of the local
boards in my distriet expeeted something. The
grant to Maida Vale, adjoining the metro-
' politan area, gave rise to requests irom othe.
semi-metropolitan distriets. T told my elee-
tors that this grant was made by the Com-
monwealth for the express purpose of being
spent in country districts. Therefore, the
grant which was made to Maida Vale should
not have been given to that distriet. I hope
when the £26,000 comes to be distributed
those members on this side of the House, who
wiil be able to put up a good case, will re-
ceive their fair share from the vote,

Ttem, Hospitals and charitable institutions,
£1,761: ’

Mr. LUTEY: T draw attention to the faet
that the Kalgoorlie hospital is in a bad state
of repair and needs renovating and painting.
There is no money on the Estimates for this
work.

The Minister for Works: A sum has heen
set apart for hospital repairs generally.

Vote put and passed.

Department of Mines, Forests and Police
{Hon. J. Scaddan, Minister.)

Vote—>Mines Department, £62,910:

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. J.
Sealan—Albany) [10.5]: The Mines De-
partment aetivities have not changed materi-
ally during the last few years, and for the
coming year the vote is to all intenta and pur-
poses  exactly the same as that of last
year, except perhars that we propose to
spend £2,774 less. Fon. members ¢an aceept
the assurance from me that the estimated re-
duetion is an honest estimate in view of the
fact that last year we showed a slight re-
duction on the expenditure of the previous
vear, and succeeded in getting through the
year with less than the amount we asked for.
I could detain hon. members at length by re-
ferring to the activities of the department,
but T did that fairly extensively on the Ad-
dress-in-reply and there i9 now very little for
me to add except to say that during the last
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fow months there has been evidence of a
slight revival in some of the districts which
had given the appearance of being on the
wane, [ hope it will be something approaching
permanency in the way of a revival. At the
same time one must recolleet we are at the
moment, a8 indeed is the ease in all mining
paris of the world, suffering from difficulties
over which we have np control, diffieulties
which are due to war conditions and the after-
math of the war. We know that it has not
been possible to arcure capital which is so
essential in connection with an industry of
this kind.

Myr. Munsie: Is there anything in the arti-
cles whieh have been publiahed recently about
the gold steal by the Commonwealth?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We had
better leave that to be thrashed out on the
public platform between those who have been
writing about it and the Federal authorities.
For a great period after the deelaration of
war, while every other commodity was going
up, gold wag not receiving anything in the
nature of its export parity, but was being
taken by the Federal authorities, under their
undoubted rights under the Constitntion, and
the gold was being retained im the vaults
of the Treasury to a considerable extent.
Some was cxported where it was absolutely
neeessary to do so, and the money required
for our own purposes was circulated on the
basis of two or three pound notes to each
sovereign collected. It is known that during
the period of the war we were actoally coining
in the Perth Mint 320,000 sovereigns each
month. I did not see many of them except
when I paid a visit to the Mint. The sover-
eigns were removed to Melbourne and con-
trolled there, and many of the financial in-
stitutions were lent money through the Fed-
eral Treasury, the advances being based on
the gold we were preducing in Western Aus-
tralia and depositing with them. That mav
have led the people to declare that the Fed-
eral authorities were responsible for what is
called the gold steal.

Mr. Munsie: As a matter of faet they did
make a big profit out of it.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Unques-
tionably, and in my eapacity as Minister I
express the opinion that the Federal authori-
ties should show their gratitude to the in-
dustry that stood to them, by rendering some
assistance to it in the hope of reviving it
and putting it on its pre-war basis. The
time has arrived when the Federal Gavern-
ment should show their appreciation by do-
ing something for the industry which did so
muclh for them, The vote on the ordinary
revenue Estimates is merely for administra.
tion. The actual expenditure in the way of
assistance to the industry will be provided
for on the Lioan Estimates. When those Easti-
mates are before hon. members I shall have
an opportunity of saying something about
them.

Mr. Pickering: Can you tell us anything
about the report of the mew gold find which
was published to-day.
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: That re-
port was supplied to us by the leader of the
prospecting party and it cam be taken as
relizble. I have not yet the complete report,
but I can say that the prospeeting party did
magnificent work. This was brought about
by the introduction of a different method of
prospecting. It is all very well for an in-
dividual to believe he krows where he ean
find certain minerals. We have rendered such
persons asgistance in the way of sustenance
and equipment to carry out their work, but
the fact remains that it is easy for these men
to pass over a country that should be pros-
pected, in order to reach those paris where
they desire to go. In many cases, these men
work upon their own ideas and go to a comn-
try where, if they knew something of rock
formations and occurrences, they would know
that operations would merely result in the
wistage of our money. In the case of the
prospecting party, however, they were sent
out with definite information as to where
they should go and what they could expect
to find. They were successful because of the
information that was available to them and
because they were men with practical, as well
as theoretical knowledge.

Mr. Pickering: Did they rely upon geologi-
«al cxamination?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes. We
frequently hear complaints about geologists
knowing something about theory but being
without practieal knowledge, in which case,
it is asserted, they cannot be relied wpon.
Geologists, however, know that rock forma-
tions are brought about owing to certain
conditions, and that under certain conditions,
certain vocks are found side by side. On one
occasion, a striking illustration of this came
under my notice during my term of office.
Tt was represented to me that a certain rock
was found in the core of a boring at the south
end of Boulder. When the Government Min-
eralogist examined the core, he declared that
it was absolutely impossible for the rock to
have come from that part of the field, be-
enuse thig particular rock could not be found
side by side with the other rock formations
found in the core. We further examined the
matter and put down a bore alongside the one
from which the core had heen taken in order
to satisfy ourselves on the point. ''his showed
that the core submitted to the depariment
was evidently a fake. That demonstrates
that the geologist ean determine with cer-
tainty, when given the conditions, that speei-
fied rocks can be or eannot be found in vari-
ous localities. Jt enablea them to say what
may be expected in those localities. The
prospesting party went out with knowledge
that was available to them, and, as a result
of their prospecting along modern lines, I
hope, cqually with members generally, that
the results of the expedition will be found in
a diseovery of some value to the State and
the districts traversed in particular. The
prospeeting party had to return owing to
lack of water supplies. When it is time to
go out again, T hope the prespecting hoard
will agree to the party being adeqgnately
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equipped to follow up previous discoveries.
These may not be quite so valnable as anti-
cipated, but, on the other hand, they can
quite easgily be more valuable than indicated
at present. Owing to the history of gold dis-
covery in Western Australia, it will readily
he understood that we cannot aecept surface
indications as reliable one way or another,

Mr. Pickering: Can you give us any later
information regarding oil?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I have no
further information than has been published.
As [ receive reports from companies carrying
out boring operations, they are made available
immediately for publication, I have no addi-
tional information to what has alrcady ap-
peared in the Press. During the year we made
slight efforts to amalgamate some of
our sib-departments in order to bring about
economy in administration. Had it been pos-
sible to earry out the amalgamation to =
greater extent, I would have liked to do so,
but the housing accommodation is not avail-
able to enable these alterations. The Mines
Department occupies a building in Murray-
street; the Government Geologiet ig in a build-
ing in Beaufort-street; the Government An-
alyst is in Wellington-street, and the Machin-
ery Department is housed in the Public Works
huildings in George-street. The separation
of the sub-departments which aT® under one
Ministerial head, make it expensive from the
point of view of staffing. They are difficult
to control from one head office. I hope that
we shall be able to find aceommodation for the
sub-departments uiider one roof for, as they
are at present, separdte clerical staffs have
to be provided and in some cases work has to
be dduplieated in order to have information
readily at hand in the several sub-depart-
ments. It is difficult as things are now to
congult with the technical officers and to have
a prasp of the workings of all sub-depart-
ments, Certain records have to be duplicated
in order that they may be readily at hand for
use in the various departments. We will not
be able to get over our difficulties until the
new post office i3 completed and occupied. It
may then be possible to house the sub-depart-
ments in one central building and thus help
to secure economy by way of further amalga-
mation. We have amalgamated the offices of the
Government Mineralogist and the Government
Analyst. More economy and better admin-
istration should be obtained as the result of
the amalgamation, and further improvements
can he secured when the departments are
voncentrated iunder one roof and under one
immediate control. The amalgamation of
these two sab-departments alone should mean
more effective administration and will obvi-
ate a certain amount of duplicated work.
As to the imspection of machinery braneh, I
endeavoured after the passing of the recent
Tnsnection of Machinery Aet to introdnce
fees hy way of regulations which, while not
pressing harshly on these receiving the ser-
vices, would at least pay the cost of the ad-
ministration of the department.



[21 NovEMBER, 192%.]

Mr. Heron: It costs £7 7s. to go to Gwalia
to inspeet machinery.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: In that
cage, it cost £7 Ts. to send an inspector to
Gwalia to make a special inspection in a
gpocifled time,

Mr. Heron: It was not a special inspection.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It was.
Frequently the inspection is carried out for
the convenience of the owners who ask for a
special inspection of plant, boilers, and so
on. Very often the inspection has to be car-
ried out quite apart from the ordinary rout-
ine operations of the inspectors and, 23 a
result, they have to go back over their tracks
at considerable expense., Particnlarly wonld
this be 80 in the case of an outlying district
like Gwalia and it is certainly fair that those
who require the services should recoup us for
the outlay. If we make the inspection in the
ordinary round of the inspector’s duty, we
charge only the fees specified in the regula-
tions.

Mr, Heron: In the Gwalia case there Wwas
no request for a special inspection.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I think
the hon. member is wrong. The inspection
was requested for a speeific purpose and it
was quite out of the ordinary routine inspec-
tion of the district. It was asked to be dome
within & certain period and we had to go to
considerable expense to carry it out. The
department should be recouped for that ex-
pense, and those who receive the services
should pay for them rather than that the cost
should be & tax on the general community.
All that the department asked was that the
people receiving services should pay for them.
On two occasions now, another place baa dis-
allowed the regulations framed under the Aet
and they have gone so far as to earry a reso-
lution that the fees, before the regulations
will be approved by that Chamber, must be
reduced by 30 per cent. That is an absurdity,
but the faet remains that another place has
gone far beyond what was intended regarding
Parliamentary control over the finances. In
cffect, the gsecond Chamber has gone to the
extent of framing regulations beeause mem-
bers there have provided that we must not
charge fees beyond a certain amount. While,
on the one hand, they complain against the
Government and the finances of the State,
when an attempt is made to maké people pay
for services rendered, the matter is taken
out of the hands of the Government and the
regulations are disallowed on behalf of a few
owners of big plants, particularly on the
goldficlds. Some members drew attention to
things that were absolutely ridiculous. Cer-
tain forms of machinery were brought into the
Chamber and it was stated that they would
come under ths regwlations and certain fees
wonld have to be charged for inspections.
As a3 matter of faet, those things did
not come under the Act at afll and the
regulations conld not possibly have been ap-
plied to them. This was done for the purpose
of hiding the real issue which affected the
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large plants on which the lives of men were
dependent. 1t is absolutely necessary that
such machinery should be inspected, and that
those owning ths machinery requiring’ the
ingpections should recoup the department so
ag to relieve the gemeral taxpayer of that
burden. The Governmemt have taken on
greater responsibilities and more work, in
eonscquence of the passage of the Aet, All
we asked was that the fees should pay for
the cost of service rendered, and the running
of the department. We proposed to increase
the revenue to the extent of £2,000 per annum.
That was made up by the additional fees to
be collected on account of the inspection of
machinery, Last year we lost about £2,000,
and we merely set out to balance the financial
aspect of the department’s work, Now
another place is taking a stand, indicating
what the fees must be before that House will
pass the regulations. We will have to reduce
the Estimates in consequence of the action of
another place. We are forced, therefore, into
one of two positions, Either we must knonckle
down and allow the department to go on
doing work at a loss, which will have to be
borne by the genmeral community, or we must
refuse to render gervices which, it is recop-
niged in every civilised, community, are
essential in the interests of the public. I am
not certain what will happen, but I raise my
protest against the action of another place
under this heading, That branch of the
Legislature will not =zllow a day te pass
without making an attack on the Govern-
ment because of the finaneial pesition to-day.
Yet when it comes to a matter of charging
fees for work carried out for these indi-
viduals, the Legiglative Council say they will
refuse to pass the regulations unless the fees
are reduced by 30 per cent. As it is to-day,
we cannot charge a fee for the inspection of
plant in any part of the State. It is con-
trary to the Constitution which sets out that
tRis Chamber shall control matters of finance.
That is all I propose to say on these Esti-
mates. The reduction indicated is merely in
connection with administrative costs, and has
nothing to do with the development of the
mining industry. While the Egtimates show
a decrease of £2,744, that is dome without in
any way retarding the efficiency of the de-
partment. It is largely a question of reorgan-
ising the different departments, and in re-
ducing the staffs in some cases. The reduction
iz brought about by that means without in
any way impairing efficiency. In some cases
we have, if anything, improved the efficiency
of control and administration by the amal-
gamation of the two sub-departments.

Mr. Lutey: How is the new copper process
getting on?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We have
made check tests, one recently at the Bchool
of Mines, and it was extremely satisfactory
from the point of view of the reduction of
oxidised copper ore. The question of sulphide
ore, such as would probably be found to a
large extent in the Phillips River district, is
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one for further test. I had an opportunity
at Kalgoorlie last week of seeing a test on a
amall seale at the Kalsoorlic School of Mines,
I arrived there at 2.15 p.m,, when the test
commenced,. and left at 3 o'clock. I re-
turned at 5§ o'clock, and had placed in my
hunds a small ingot of copper remdy for
putting on the market, The whole provess had
Leen completed in that short period, which is
evidence of its value. If the mechanicnl side
is satisfactory and economical—it is accepted
by all eltemists whe have inquired into it—rwe
cun expeet to receive a good deal of advantage
from its aperation in Western Australia, and
probably throughout Australia in the near
future, but certain tests have yet to be made
toe complete the mechanical side, and these
are at present being undertaken. I hope they
vs_rfill prove equally successful as the chemieal
side.

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgordie) [10.32]: I
hope the imjortance and value of the mining
industey will not be overlookeldl. XNo doubt
mining has played and will play a very im-
portant part in the commercial life of the
Btate, and for this reason it should, side by
side with the other industries which are re-
ceiving attention from the Government, be
given its measure of support. One often hears
that the Mines Department are not doing this
or that, but T must say that, speaking for
my distriet, every reasonahle proposition put
up to the department has invariably received
favourable consideration. Tt is true that all
the propositions put up have not been fav-
ovrably received, hut we have very little to
complain of, Tn justification of the assist-
anee given 1T would like to mention two or
three significant instances, The Carbine mine
at Kununalling in 1903 received assistance
to the extent of £800 which was repaid in
October of 1906, Since that date over 33,000
ozs. of gold has been produced, worth ap-
proximately £140,000, The Lady Evelyn at
Ora Banda commenced operations in 1920
aml was granted €300, Only £216 was drawn
amnl in a comparatively short time that mine
produced about £1,000 worth of gold, The
Star of Fremantle at Kununalling received a
loan of £300 in July, 1912, and that loan
was repaid in 1922, That mine bas produced
ahout £1,200 worth of ;rold. In many other
instances the Mines Department have been
active in my distriet. Tt is dve to the sym-
1athetic treatment of the industry that we
have witnersed many favourable develop-
nments vecently, There are signs of revival
Some little time ago the Llovd George Mine
at Bulla Bulling was granted a snm of money,
and a pipe line was put in, and the results
tn date have fully justified the decision of
the department to render that assistance.
There is every possibility of this mine de-
velnping into & very important gold producer.
We shonld have some revision of the charges
levied for water, especially now that the
sinking fund has practically extinguished the
Inan, The scheme has, to a large extent, been
1aid for hy the golifields, and now that the
loan is aliomt vepaid the scheme should be
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used to its fullest extent to supply cheap
witer to the mincs which have a chance to
develop inte payable producers. The last
fow years have hit the gold mining industry
badly. Western Australia did not receive
the corresponding advantage of the parity
price of gold during the war, and the industry
was hit by the ever-inereasing charges for
stores and other vasentialy. It is only right
that some adjustment should be made so that
the industry may reap s corresponding ad-
vantage. Woestern Australia is not receiving
the slightest advantage from the high protee-
tion afforded manutacturers in the Eastern
States, and the gold mining industry is being
severely handicapped by the indirect taxation
cxtorted tu Kkeep Eastern Btates industries
going. If we as a State were receiving some
correaponding henefit, we might recompense
the industry, but it is impossible for the State
to recompense the industry for the big impost
leviell on ali the requirements for the pro-
duction of gold. All possible courtesy and
consideration have been extended to me by
the Mines Department, partieularly by the
TUnder Secretary, and the expert staff of the
Geological Department, and I think this has
been the experience of other members. T hope
the Minister will not hesitate in his duty to
the goldfields and the industry, but will ask
the Treasurer for as great an ameunt as he
ean possibly provide. Now that we have sur-
mounted the difficalties of the war period,
when inflated costs so retarded the industry,
togzether with the period of unrest and of
depletion of mine workers, I hope we shall
witness a revival., Evidence of solid develop-
ment work is not wanting, and if the Gov-
ernment do their duty to the industry in and
around Kalgoorlie, Boulder, and Coolgardie
and the districts adjacent to the water
scheme, some of the lower grade mines will
be encouraged. The move to amalgamate
some of the offices is a good one. We have
some very capable officers in the Geological
section, partieularly the head chemist and
some of his assistants, and the amalgamation
of the officca and the co-ordination of the
work should lend to considerahle economy and
efficiency. The Mines Department should
imilertake a tabulation of all information in
eennection with milling, reduction and manu-
facturing machinery neccssary to market many
of onr minerals. There are bixy magnesite
Aeosits on the Eastern Coldfields and it is
n great pity that they have been neglected.
This mineral in its caleine state ia command-
iner £16 to £18 per ton on the English market,
and it should be possible to place it on board
at Fremantle at remunerative rates. Almost
every day I have peojle coming to me inquir-
int regarding the different methods and
machinery used te mannfacture these min-
erals intn marketable produets, and it would
surprise members to know how many things
woe are importing could he manufactured
here and exported to the Eastern States.
There are in the State deposits of barytes,
plumhage, ashestos, ete., alt of which counld
ke developed. The hest possible information
should he obtained for the holders of some of
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our mineral leases, and it would not cost the
Government a great deal to get it. To any
man who is embarking upen an industry of
this nature, tabulated information with re-
spect to it would be 'of considerable value. In
securing the information inquiries might be
extended to England and Aimncrica. Every-
thing possible should be done to lessen the
possibility of failure, which so often occurs in
the initial stages of developing some of our
minerals.

Mr, McCallum: Members of the Country
Party are not paying much attention to min-
ing. I call attention to the state of the Com-
miftee.

Quorum formed.

Mr. LAMBERT: I hope some vigorous
policy of boring for coal will be pursued.
From reports I have read I should say there
was every possibility of big developments in
our coal mining in the near future. The
question is one which should receive the at-
tention of the department. It must be gratify-
ing to people in this State that they have
been able to read from time to time anthentie
reports by experts as to the possibility of
striking payable oil. There is, however, a
large number of pessimists in the community,
chiefly the know-alls of St. George’s-terrace,
Although T depreeate anything in the nature
of a boom, I do think the Government shounld
take into consideration the important scien-
tific opinions that have been expressed upon
this question. ‘Tt is not an easy matter to in-
duce capital to take up ventures of this kind;
indeed, it is not easy to get capital for any
of our industries.

Hon. P. Collier: There is a new company
floating off blocks for oil in a wholesale
manner.

Mr. LAMBERT: 8o long as that sort of
thing is confined within reasonable Jimits and
the money raised is used for developmental
and boring purposes, I do not think any
difficulties shonld be placed in the way of it.
If we miss the opportunity afforded by the
interest at present takem in this question, it
may be difficult to get that money which is so
essential to the developmeunt of our possible
oil resourees. It is important that everything
should be dene to prove or disprove the ex-
istence of ¢il. I admit that unusually large
prospeeting areas have been granted to peo-
ple, but with the safeguard surrounding these
licensea it shonld be possible te ensure that
the requisite amount of work is done uwpon
those areas, If necessary, the money that
is being spent by the speenlating public in
this direction should be supplemented by the
Government with a  view to determining
whether o0il exists or not. Some of the de-
partmental officers, Mr. Blatechford and
others, who have a peneral knowledge of the
conditions under which oil occurs, have gone
up north, and seem to be impresred by the
prospecta there. I should like to see a really
good oil geologist brought to the State by
the Government.

Hon. P. Collier:

A field expert, I have
heard him ealled.
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Mr. LAMBERT: The indications of eil
are so clear and definite, and have been so
favourably mentioned by other experts, that
it behoves the Government to do everything
postible in a legitimate way to assist in prov-
ing whether oil exists or not, If the Govern-
ment spent £100,000 in this direction it would
be money well spent. It would not cost a
great deal to bring ont an oil expert, and if
he came the general public would have the
henefit of his advice and knowledge.

The Minister for Mines: Where would you
suggest we thould get such a man?

Mr. LAMBERT: We counld get a good man
from America.

The Minister for Mipnea: It would be a
risky business to get an oil geologist from
Amcrica, He might be interested in the
Standard 0il Co., for instance. It has been
suggested before that we had men in Austra-
lia whe have come here for the purpose of de-
claring that we cannot find oil.

Mr, LAMBERT: I know that, In four
instances in Southern Peru ample supplies of
oil were struck in the bores, but these are
closed down to-day. The same thing might
happen in Australia if the opportuanity pre-
sented itwelf. Opposition people are able to
hold up big oil concessions in Pern, It is not
likely that large sums of money will be spent
in developing the oil resources there when
these people are already controlling the large
deposits in North America, It is therefore
neceasary thnt the Minister should act with
caution, Tt is possible that an expert might
be obtained through the Anglo-Persian Qil
Company, in which the Imperial and Flederal
Governments are interested.

The Minister for Mines: If oil were found
in the Kimberleys, might not the discovery
come into competition with the Anglo-Persian
Company?

Mr. LAMBERT: That is possible.

The Minister for Mines: Do yon think it
likely that company wonld supply a man to
assist in bringing that abont?

Mr. LAMBERT: That is for the Minister
to consider. We recently had a2 visit from
a2 Russian oil man named De Hautpick, He
seemed to have good eredentials, and to
speak with a certain amount of authority. We
might be able to get a man who could throw
considerable light npon the possibilities of
successful oil operations in the Kimberlers. L
am sure that the Minister would receive the
support of all members if he toak the step 1
have suggested and brought out a really com-
petent cxpert to go into this question. I hops
the Minister for Mines will never cease to
impress upon the Treasurer—who hasg shown
rome little interest in recent developments ot
gold mining here—the necessity for granting
the mining indnstry monetary 'assistance in
directions where ehances of payable develop-
ment have heen proved to exist. I trust that
hon. members who are seized of the im-
portance of gold mining to Western Australia
will impress upon the Government the meed
for developing the low grade depesits which
undoubtedly exist on the Eastern Goldfields,
and which eould be developed with cheaper
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water., The time has long gone by when there
should have been an equitable revision of
water rates on the Eastern Goldfields. Un-
less the Government are prepared to extend
to pold mining, and the utilisation of water
by that industry, the same favourable con-
sideration as has been granted to agricultural
they can only expect the present backward
tendency in gold mining to continue.

Mr. MUNSIE (Hannans) [11.4]: I am
glad the Minister for Mines recognises that
there really is something in the alleged “* gold
steal’' from Western Australia. I agree
with him that probably the details of the
question would be better fought out on the
public platform. T do not helieve that any-
body, even Senator Pearce himself, denies
that a substantial advantage resulted to the
Federal Government from their compliance
with the request—to put it mildly—of the
Imperial Government to prohibit the export
of gold. XNo one, I think, denies that that
prohibition resulted in a profit of hundreds
of thousands of pounds to the Commonwealth
Government. The Minister for Mines says
that the Federal Government, if they desire
to see things get back to normal, shonld give
some assistance to this State’s mining indua-
try. I would ask the Minister, has he over
approached the Federal (overnment for as-
sistance?

The Minister for Mines: One never aska
a favour when one is certain that it will be
refused.

Mr. MUNSIE: Tf one does not ask, one
will never receive. Other Governments and
other industries have appealed to the Federal
Government for assistance. While many re-
quests have been refused, some have been con-
ceded. Tt is up to the Federal Government
to assist our mining industry, seeing what
that industry has meant to the Federal Gov-
ernment.

Mr. Marshall: If they would only let the
industry alone, we would be satisfied.

Mr. MUNSIE: After the big profity have
cut out, the Federal Government naturally are
getting out. Some people argue that the
Commonwealth made nothing ont of the pro-
hibition of export of gold. For two or three
yrars, however, the experts in the East argued
with representatives of this State specially
sent to Melbourne for the purpose of making
repregentations to the Federal Government as
to export of gnid, that profitahle export was
jmpossible, that gold was at a standard price,
and that we could not obtain a hetter price
for our gold even if we were permitted to
export it. That argument was maintained for
two years. Eventually the Commonwealth
agreed to let ns export gold, and the price of
gold went wp from about £4 103, to £6 per
oz. I do not know what the Government of
this State are doing, or whether they are do-
ing anything, regarding a supply of explosives
for Western Anstralia. The tariff just en-
arted by the Federal Parliament puts an
extra duty of 5 per cent. on Bouth African
fracteur as against British fracteur. In this

- cessful.
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connection I read with great interest the evi-
dence given by Mr. Ede before the Tariff
Commission at EKalgoorlie. The figures ad-
duced by that gentleman were astounding.
They show what the c¢ombine in explosives
has meant to Western Australian gold mining.
Had it not been for the three years’ contraet
made with South Africa for supplies of ex-
plosives after the outbreak of war, it would
have been utierly impossible for our mines
to continue working during the war, notwith-
standing the fact that gold was so very valu-
able and was so much necded by the British
Government. Immediately upon the termina-
tion of the war the whole of the explosives
manufacturers of Europe and England were
formed into one joint concern. There is now
no other concern manufacturing explosives.
It is said that the combine in question have
started a branch establishment in Melbourne,
and that is the reason given for the imposi-
tion of a duty on explosives.  Either the
Great Boulder or the Ivanhoe mine wounld use
more than the annual oatput of the branch in
question. ‘The position would not be so bad
if the Commeonwealth Parliament had not put
the extra § per cent. on the explosives of the
South African company which supplied us in
our time of need. I do not know whether the
State Government can do anything in this
connection, but if they can they should. Ap-
parently the only aspect of mining in which
anybody takes an interest iz that of wagesn,
‘Wages, we arc told, are too high, and must
come down before mining ean again be sue-
If people would only read the evi-
denee given before the Tariff Commission by
that Kalgoorlie gentleman, they would cease
talking in that strain. The evidence proved
conclusively that import duties and the in-
creased ecost of mining requisites total more
than double the increase in wages cost. If
the Government of this State can do any-
thing in the matter—and I bave always held
the opinion that they can—they should go
even to the extent of constituting themselves
the sole importers of fracteur into Western
Australia, It is the duty of the Government
to approach the Commonsealth Government to
see if they will assist in any direction.. The
Commonwealth Government in turn shonld ap-
proach the Imperial Government to do some-
thing in the interests of mining in Australia,
If we take the statisties of the world to-day
in connection with gold mining, it will be
seen that the industry is on the decline every-
where. Tf the output of gold deereases dur-
ing the next decade to the extent it decreased
during the past deeade, it will mean that the
British Empire will have to alter jts method
of finance altogether. It eannot possibly con-
tinue on the basis of gold currency, Instead
of costing from £6 to £8 per ounce to produce
the goll as it does now, should the industry
decline to a still further extent during the
next decade, it will cost £20 per ounce to
produce, That cannot possibly be dome un-
less agsistance is given to the industry so that
the gold currency may be maintained. Serious
representations should be made to the au-
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thorities on that point. The chief inspeetor
at Kalgoorlie has gone to considerable trouble
in getting out the details regarding fthe
working and output of the different mines
which are now closed down. T helieve suffi-
cient cvidenee could be provided from
hig reports regarding the amount of
ol produced, the value of the wmoney
involved in the mines whirll ure now
¢loged down and the amount necessury to
permit operations to he continued in those
niines, to enable a good case to bé made out.
Many of these mines are payable gold-bearing
properties, but  have had to be ¢losed down
pending the raiging of additional ecapital to
continue operations. If it were represented
to the British Government that the renquest
for assistance was in the interests of the Em-
pire 28 a whole, I believe some consideration
would he given to the request Money
spent in connection with many geld-mining

propositions in  Western Australin  would
be productive of moch good. T will
mention one of at least 50 mines

which the chief inspector has dealt with, The
Queen Margaret Mine at Bulong is at pre-
sent elosed down, and the water in the shaft
is within 80 feet of the surface. It would bz
impossible to open up the mine by means of
the old shaft, even if the water were pumped
out. I know the main shaft, and worked on
it when it was being sunk. The mine can be
worked again, in my opinion, only by sinking
4 new shaft at least a thousand feet in depth.
In that mine the one shoot of gold waa fol-
lowed from the surface to 780 feet in depth,
and on the underlay it was followed for a
distanee of 1,300 feet. The shoot of gold was
gtill showing at the end of the shaft when
operations had to be snspended. In faect, the
best patch of gold they struck in that mine
was secured at the bottom when the mine was
closed. It is a matter of impossibility for a
small company to operate the mine. It re-
quires a large amount of eapital. The Com-
monwealth Government, in view of the
‘benefits they have derived from the gold
mining indostry of Australia, should agsist
us in the direction I have indicated, and give
us back something of what they have taken
away from us in taxation, for vears past. !
congratulate the Minister on the result of
the working of the prospecting hoard. I
hope the results achieved by the prospecting
party recently returned to Perth will bhe ag
advantageous as is anticipated. It will mean
a pood thing for Western Australia if the
gold bearing couniry whieh is reported upon,
is opened up and more mines established. I
hope the anticipations of the party prove to
be true. In any ecase, I trust that when water
gupplies are again available, the Minister will
not hesgitate to give the asaistance necessary
to enable the party to go ont and further
prospect the fields. The one reported upon
by the prospecting party is not the only one
that can properly be prospeeted. There is
one other matter to which I desire to draw
attention, and it can he dealt with in the
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regulations. It is customary that after a
man has pegged out a prospecting arca and
it has been granted to himn, he may work the
claim for three months, or perhaps for ouly
two or three weeks. Then the wan abandons
it, and in the course of time the area mav he
taken over by somecme elge. XNot knowing

it is & prospecting orea, the newevinet
a3 a result of his work, may find pay-
able ore. The original prospeetor theu

ecomes along and lodges an injunction to pre-
vent the sccond perty from continuing oper-
ations. In many cases the second party lias
had to leave the claim because he has not
applied for the forfeiture of the prospecting
area. Repulatious should be framed so that,
in the event of a prospector abandoning his
area, he forfeits the area, and he should have
no further claim to it. I trest the Minister
will look into that matter. There was on
instance south of Bulong. A second party
came along and found that it was a payvable
proposition. They worked the proposition
and sunk several pot loles, from which they
took 19 tens of material which went 200
ounces over the plates. When that result was
made known, the original holder of the pros-
pecting aren lodged an injunetion apainst the
prospectors to prevent them from working
the lease any further. It has held up oper-
ations for three months, and it was only last
week that the decision was given that enabled
the men to go back and resume work. In
this instance, the men who tock up the lease
subsequently were able to establish them-
selves on the claim, but in other cases, men
who originally had the claim have been able
to secure the leases again, becanse those who
worked them siibsequently did not apply for
forfeitura

Progress reported.

BILL—LAND TAX AND INCOME TAX,

Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitehell
—Northam) [11.28]: in moving the second
reading said: The Bill merely imposes the
tax which already exists.

My, Munsie: It should not do so, for the
income tax is quite unfair,

The PREMIER: The Bill re-enacts exist-
ing legislation, with an additional clause
providing that the tax must be paid in one
instalment, I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time,

On motion by Hon. P. Coilier, debate ad-
journed.

BILL—LAND AND INCOME TAX AS-
SESSMENT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitehell

—N?rthanp [11.23] in moving the second
reading said: The Bill containg several pro-
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posed amendments. There is the usual pro-
vision relating to imcome from dividends It
i8 necessary now that this should be a per-
wanent enaetment, and, consequently, it finds
a place iu the Bill. Therc is nothing new in
that, except that it ia uow in the assessment
measure for the first time, We have intro-
dueed it here because, if the tazing Bill were
to fail to pass, we should be in difficulties
about it. Clauge 3 contains a consequential
amendment. There is another amendment:
Last year, it will be remembered, an amend-
ment way made extending from two years to
three years the time during whith a refund
could be claimed. That amendment was
made in ouly onme place, whereas it should
bave beer made in two. Henee Clause 4 of
the Bill. If a man has a reasonable claim for
a refund, there is in equity no reason why
it should not be made at any time, Then
there is another consequential amendment:
Last  year’s Bill contained a  pro-
vision defining the duwe date for the
pavment of tax as 30 days after serviee of
notive, That was added to Section 523 of the
Act. The words appear also in Section 54,
where they are not required. Clause 5 pro-
vides that Scetion 54 shall be amended ae-
cordingly.

Mr, Munsic: What about amending that
section to provide for deducting expenses in-
curred in earning the income?

The PREMIER: It is very difficnlt to
mect the wishes of bon. members in respect
of that section. It is already provided that
if, for instance, a doctor travels from his
home to his surgery he cannot deduct any
expenses, whereas if he goes into the country
to sec a patient his expenses are deductible.
8imilarly, a workman living in Subiaco, whose
work is in Fremantle this month and some-
where else next month, can deduct the cost of
travelling. However, that does not mean ex-
emption for a man who, living in Cottesloe
and working in Perth, travels to and fro cach
day by train or by motor ear.

Hon. W. €. Angwin: A man travelling by
motor ear gets & deduetion.

The PREMIER: No.

Mr. Munsie: A man living in Claremont
and employed at the Midlaud Junetion Work-
shops ought to get exemption.

The PREMIER: T do not think so. The
man who clects to live permancently in one
centre and work permanently in ancther ean
seareely elaim the deduetion of his travelling
expenses between those eentres.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: How is 2 man work-
ing in Perth to live near bis work?

The PREMIER: T do not think the House
would agree that a business man living in
Kalamunda should be allowed to travel down
to the city by motor car day in and day out
and Jdeduct the expenses of sneh travelling.
It is very diffieult to define elearly what we
mean by deduetion for travelling expenses.

Mr. Munsie: T have asked for a deduction
in respeet of travelling to carn my sglavy and
T am told T am not going tu get it: but T am
nat poing to pay on that amonnt.
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The PREMIER: Then the hon.
will Le taking a risk,

Mr, Munsie; I shall take the riak. The
Federal authorities allow it and our Act iv.
word for word with theirs,

The PREMIER: If 3 man is called from
his home in a centre like Kalgoorlie to be in
Perth for three or four days each week, 1
think he would he entitled to deduet his
travelling expenses. If a man in hbusiness
sunt some of hia officials from Perth to Kal-
goorlic to conduet business, he would certainly
be allowed to ideduct travelling expenses,
That, however, is not quite the same thing
as T have been endeavouring to deseribe. [€
& man comes from the country to transact
business in Perth he would be allowed to de-
duet his travelling expenses, The business in
Perth woulll be in connection with the busi-
ness at which he carned his living.

My, Chesson: The same applics to n man
living at Fremantle and working at Midland
Janetion.

The PREMIER: A great many men work-
ing at the Midland Junction workshops live
at Midland., Men working at Midland are
not ¢alled apon to live at Fremantle.

Mr. Chesson: If a man has his home there,
he has to travel to his work. He cannot
burst up his home.

The PREMIER: But such men eleet to
live at Fremantle, If a man elects to live at
Kalamunda, he eannot eclaim travelling ex-
penses as n fair and reasonable deduetion
from his net income.

Mr. Chesson: But a man eannot get a
home in the eity.

The PREMTER: Not in Bt. George's-
terrace, hut he can get a home at a reason-
able distance from the city. There is hardly
a workman in the city who doea not walk a
mile or travel! s mile by tram to his work.

The Minister for Mines: Take a business
man who elected to live at Kalamunda, to
motor to Perth would cost 323, a day, If
you allowed that, where would you be?

The PREMIER: I do not see how the
deduction contd be made. We want to treat
all people alike.

My, Chesson: A doetor is allowed the de-
dnction and everyone else should be allowed
it.

The PREMIER: Tt is right to allow un-
avoidable expense, hut avoidable expense
should not be nilowed. Miners have to travel
by tram to their work at the mines, but the
eost per day wonld be very small.

Mr. TLautey: But it mounts up when you
take the 52 weeka of the year.

The PREMIER: That is the interpretation
placed upen the law as passed by Parliament.

Mr. Munsie: I say the law gives me the
right to deduet expenses and the Commis-
sipner of Taxation saxs it doss not. The
Federal anthorities allow it and if the State
want it, they will have to pet it in the court.
I will not pay it

The PREMIER: Tf it is the law, I amx
afraid the bon. member will have to pay.

member-
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Mr. Lutey: It was the intention of the
House that a deduetion should be altowed in
respect of expenses for travelling to work.,

The PREMIER: The member for Hannaus
would be in just the sume position as a man
travelling to transact business; but if a
man whoge const:tuemy wag in Perth elected
to live at Northam, 1 do not think he would
be permitted to deduct trav elling expenses.

Hon. W. €. Angwin: He might have to go
up there for his health.

The PREMIER: That would he his mis-
fortune, I sball ask the Solicitor (iemeral to
put up 2 written interpretation of the section
as it stands..

Mr. Chesson:
you..

Mr. Munsie: The Solieitor Genoral says L
am entitled to deduet travelling expenses and
every legal man in the State says so too, but
the ("ommisgioner says 1 awm not.

The PREMIER: The Solicitor General’s
opinion Is aiways followed.

Mr. Corboy: The Commissioner will not
follow it.

The PREMIER:
prevail.

Mr. Munsie: Who is to interpret the Act?
The Commissioner and no one else,

The PREMIER: The interpretation rests
with the Crown law authorities,

Mr. Corboy: The Commissioner is admin-
istering it precisely opposite to the interpreta-
tion of the Solicitor General.

The PREMIER: If members desire it I
shall obtain a written interpretation from the
SBolicitor General. I move—

That the Bill be now read a sceond time.

On motion by Mr. Munsie, debate ad-
Journed.

He will pnt it up to snit

The legal advice must

House adjourned at 1137 p.m.

Aegislative Qouncil,
Wedneaday, #2nd November, 1922,
PaGE
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hiy's Amendments . e 1718

The PRESTDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pm., apd read prayers.
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QUESTION—CANCER, X-RAY’
APPARATUS.

Hon. A J. H, SAW agked the Minister tor
Edueation: 1, Have the Government received
mewmorials from the council of the British
Medical Agsgeiation and from the honorary
senior surgical staff of the Perth Hospital,
urging them to provide a deep therapy X-ray
appuratus for the treatment of cancer at
the hospital? 2, Are the Government awarg
that an American surgeon, Dr. Storn, reports
("' American Journal of Roentgenology,’”’
December 21, 1921):—¢ In most of the Ger-
man clinies 1 visited they have practically
discontinned operating on all cases of cancer
of the breast and uterns. They claim that the
results with radiation alone nre far superior
(83 |or cont, of cures in this class of ense)’’'?
4, In vicw of the toregoing report, and other
tavourable reports from British cxperts whe
are wsing this treatment, will the Government
{uvonrnbly consider the question of making
this method of trentment available In West-
eru Anstralia?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, Yes. %, No.® The journat mentioned
has not been available, but it is known that
the German claim of success in 85 per cent.
of cages has not been corroborated by British
operators. 8, Yes, The Government do not
intend to allow the matter to drop, but pro-
pose to make further inquiries from both
British and Ameriean autherities in regard to
this method of treatment, which they consider
has not yot passed the experimental stage
It is considered that until the value of the
treatment is establisbed beyond question and
many points suek as dosage and method of
applu ation have been definitely standardised,
the great expeanditure involved is mot jusl:i-
fied whilst equally important equipment in
other directions is not available.

QUESTION—TENNIS COURTS.

Hon. H, STEWART asked the Minister
for Education: 1, Have the Government, aa
stated in the ** West Australian’’ of the 21st
ingt., assisted to the extent of £105 in pro-
viding tennis courts for Parth Girls’ School?
2, Under what vote has such assistance beem
granted?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
ptied: 1, Perth Girls’ Scheol contains some
500 girls from 13 to 16 years of age. The
school has no playground. It is impossible
to purchase a playground for these girls ex-
cept at very heavy expense. Some playu:lg
faeilities must be afforded for girls at this
age if their physical weMare is to be catered
for. The Parents and Teachers’ Amsociation
desired to utilise a vaeant block of land be-
longing to the Government at the cormer of
Hay and Colin Streets for the erection of
same tennis courts, and asked for assistance.
The enst of putting the ground in order is
considerably over £300. Towards this the
Minister promised a eontribution of £105-—
which is approximately one-third of the eost.
2, Government Property Trust Account.



